
Local Juvenile Rule 24   Mediation 

A. Scope 

1. Mediation when Ordered 

 

The Court will determine whether a matter is appropriate for the mediation 

process before scheduling a mediation conference. A mediation conference may 

be scheduled upon the filing of a petition in juvenile court, by court order during 

any pending juvenile court case, upon the motion of any party, or the Court’s 

Case Management. Parties must attend the scheduled mediation conference. 

Petitions filed but not scheduled for mediation are referred to a magistrate or 

judge. 

 

2. The following cases may be exempted from mediation upon the request of any 

judge, magistrate, party, or court mediator: 

a. Cases in which one party has been convicted of, or pled guilty to, a 

violation of R.C. 2919.25 (domestic violence) within the past two years or 

when a civil temporary protection order is in effect; 

b. Cases in which the physical distance between the parties is so great that it 

is not feasible for them to participate in mediation sessions; 

c. In emergency circumstances requiring an immediate hearing by a jurist; or 

d. Cases in which the parties have achieved an executed Agreed Judgement 

Entry. 

e. Any cases that a Court Mediator deems necessary to terminate upon their 

discretion. 

 

B. Judicial Review of the Mediation Report/Agreement Among the Parties. 

1. If parties reach an agreement in mediation, the mediation report/the agreement 

will be submitted to the court for review, pursuant to R.C. 3109.04.  The Court 

may consider the mediation report/agreement among the parties, but the Court 

will conduct an independent review of the report/agreement.  Once the Court has 

taken the report/agreement under review, the Court may adopt the 

report/agreement wherein it becomes an enforceable court order when approved 

and entered in the Court’s record by a judge or magistrate. 

 

C. Confidentiality and Privilege. 

1. All mediation communications as defined in ORC 2710.01(B) are confidential 

and are subject to the Rules of Evidence and the privileges set forth in ORC 2710 

and ORC 3109.052.  An agreement pertaining to agreeing to mediate and to 

confidentiality shall be executed at the beginning of each mediation conference by 



consent of all mediation participants, unless the information is not privileged 

pursuant to ORC 2710.05, may be reported pursuant to ORC 2710.06(B), or must 

be reported pursuant to the statute. 

 

D. Qualifications of the Mediators 

1. A mediator employed by the Juvenile Division or to whom the Juvenile Division 

makes referrals for mediation must comply with all qualifications and training 

required by Rule 16 of the Rules of Superintendence. 

2. General Qualifications and Training 

a. All mediators who mediate any Juvenile Division case must possess a 

bachelor degree or the equivalent education or experience; and at least two 

years of professional experience with families. “Professional experience 

with families” includes mediation, counseling, casework, legal 

representation in family law matters, or such other equivalent experience 

satisfactory to the division; 

b.Complete at least twelve hours of basic mediation training or equivalent 

experience as a mediator that is satisfactory to the division; and 

c. After completing the above training, complete at least forty hours of 

specialized family or divorce mediation training which has been approved 

by the Dispute Resolution section of the Supreme Court. 

3. Specialized Qualifications 

a.   Domestic Abuse 

i. A mediator employed by the division or to whom the division 

makes referrals for mediation of any case shall complete at least 

fourteen hours of specialized training in domestic abuse and 

mediation through a training program approved by the Ohio 

Supreme Court Dispute Resolution Section. A mediator who has 

not completed this specialized training may mediate these cases 

only if he/she co-mediates with a mediator who has completed the 

specialized training. 

 

E. Other Juvenile Court Mediation Provisions 

1. When a case is referred to mediation, the Court will utilize procedures necessary 

pursuant to ORC 2710 to ensure that each case is mediated only when appropriate 

and only so long as the mediation process remains appropriate 

a.   The Court will encourage appropriate referrals to legal counsel and other 

support services for all parties. 

b.  Mediation will not be used to determine issues relevant to judicial 

protection orders.  Mediation, however, may be used in a custody case 



even though that case may result in termination of the provisions of a 

protection order 

c.   An attorney or other individual designated by a party may accompany the 

party to and participate in the mediation pursuant to ORC 2710.09. 

d.  Parties will be fully informed about the mediation process, and may 

decline participation in mediation. 

e. The mediator will conduct all mediation in a safe manner and setting. 

f. The mediator may terminate the mediation at any time to ensure the safety 

of all participants and to ensure that the parties have the capacity to 

mediate without the fear of coercion or control. 

 

F. Mediation Costs:  Costs shall be assessed as follows: 

1. Mediation Costs—Court Mediator 

a.  If the parties choose to proceed with mediation and use the Court’s Case 

Management, there will be no charge to the parties, except costs, that may 

include but not limited to, costs that the Judge or Magistrate may assess in 

court costs or the failure of a party to appear for a schedule mediation 

conference. 

2. Mediation Costs—Outside Mediators 

a. If the parties chose to proceed with mediation and use outside mediators—

those other than Case Management—costs will be assessed in terms of 

filing fees.  Further, the Judge or Magistrate may assess costs, that may 

include but not limited to, costs that the Judge or Magistrate may assess in 

court costs or the failure of a party to appear for a schedule mediation 

conference. 


