Geauga County Court of Common Pleas
Probate and Juvenile Division
2007
Annual Report
Judge Charles E. Henry




TO: The Geauga County Board of Commissioners
Craig Albert, President
Mary Samide
William Young

AND: Thomas J. Stickrath, Director
Ohio Department of Youth Services

In compliance with the requirements of Section 2151.18 of the Ohio Revised Code,
I am pleased to submit the Annual Report of the Geauga County Court of Common Pleas,
Probate/Juvenile Division, for calendar year 2007, showing the number and kinds of cases that
have come before it, and the disposition thereof ordered by the Court, and other data pertinent to
the Court’s operation of interest to you and to the citizens of Geauga County.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles E. Henry, Judge
Geauga County Court of Common Pleas
Probate/Juvenile Division

2007 Annual Report Prepared By
David Lubecky, Court Administrator/Magistrate



GEAUGA COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

PROBATE/JUVENILE DIVISION
COURTHOUSE ANNEX 2™ FLOOR
CHARDON, OHIO 44024
(440) 279-1830

The Hon. Charles E. Henry
PROBATE/JUVENILE JUDGE

COURT ADMINISTRATOR/
MAGISTRATE

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Fiscal Officer
Bookkeeper
Administrative Secretary

DEPUTY CLERKS

Chief Deputy Juvenile Clerk

Deputy Juvenile Clerk

Deputy Juvenile Clerk

Deputy Juvenile Clerk

Chief Deputy Probate Clerk

Deputy Probate Clerk

Deputy Probate Clerk

Deputy Probate Clerk

Deputy Probate Clerk/Juvenile Clerk

COMMUNITY SERVICE & RESTITUTION
COORDINATOR

JUVENILE PROBATION DEPARTMENT

Chief Probation Officer
Intake Officer

Senior Probation Officer
Probation Officer

Probation Officer

Intensive Supervision Monitor

David Lubecky

Kimberly Berry
Hazel Hines
Charlie Zimmerman

Karla Reid

Patty Breedlove
Kathy Cosimano
Alessa French
Janet Pentek

Stacie Malone
Wendy Amato
Christine Gillespie
Kathleen O’Malley

Kris Giebel

Michele Schroeder
Ann Mlinar

Beth Williams
Julie Weese
Stephanie Voss
Dan Abraham



CASA PROGRAM

Program Director/CASA Supervisor
Program Administrator

CASA Supervisor

CASA Volunteer Liaison

Christine Steigerwald
Beth Frey

Ada Gillespie
Karolyn Squire

PROBATE/JUVENILE COURT VOLUNTEER BAILIFFS

Barbara Baskey
Warren Jevnikar
Richard Kress
Ethel Nance

Jay Sage
Iphigenia Planinc
Susan Sutton

2007 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARED BY
David Lubecky, Court Administrator/Magistrate



GEAUGA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
MISSION AND PURPOSE

The Mission and Purpose of the Geauga County Juvenile Court is outlined in Ohio Revised Code
Sections 2151.01 and 2152.01, and the Ohio Rules of Juvenile Procedure.

The purpose of the Court in abuse, neglect, dependency, and unruly cases is as follows:

>

>

To provide for the care, protection, and mental and physical development of children;

To achieve the above-stated purposes, whenever possible, in a family environment,
separating the child from his or her parents only when necessary for the child’s welfare or
in the interests of public safety;

To provide judicial procedures through which the laws are executed and enforced, and in
which the parties are assured of a fair hearing, and their constitutional and other legal
rights are recognized and enforced.

The purpose of the Court in delinquency and traffic cases is as follows:

>

>

To provide for the care, protection, and mental and physical development of children;
To protect the public’s interest and safety;

To hold the offender accountable for the offender’s actions;

To restore the victim;

To rehabilitate the offender.

These purposes must be achieved by a system of graduated sanctions and services.



DEFINITIONS

2152.02 (F) - Delinquency

A "Delinquent Child" means any child:

A.

E.

Who violates any law of Ohio or the United States, or any ordinance of a
political subdivision of Ohio, WHICH WOULD BE A OFFENSE IF
COMMITTED BY AN ADULT, except a juvenile traffic offender;

Who violates any lawful order of the court made under Chapters 2151 or
2152, other than an order issued under ORC 2151.87;

Who knowingly shows or gives false information or false identification to
gain entrance to an adult entertainment establishment; or who purchases or
attempts to purchase a firearm or handgun; or who unlawfully purchases or
acquires a pseudoephedrine product.

Who is a habitual truant and who previously has been adjudicated an unruly
child for being a habitual truant;

Who is a chronic truant.

2152.02 (N) — Traffic Offender

A “Juvenile Traffic Offender” means a child who violates any traffic law, traffic
ordinance, or traffic regulation of Ohio, the United States, or any political
subdivision of Ohio.

2151.022 - Unruly

An "Unruly Child" means any child:

A.

Who does not submit to the reasonable control of the child's parents, teachers,
guardian, or custodian, by reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient;

Who is a habitual truant from school and who previously has not been
adjudicated an unruly child for being an habitual truant;

Who behaves in a manner as to injure or endanger the child’s own health or
morals or the health or morals of others;

Who has violated a law applicable only to a child with the exception of ORC
2907.39(C), ORC 2923.211(A), ORC 2925.55(C)(1) or (D), and ORC 2151.87.



2151.03 - Neglect

A "Neglected Child" includes any child:

A.

B.

G.

Who is abandoned by the child's parents, guardian, or custodian;

Who lacks adequate parental care because of the faults or habits of the
child's parents, guardian, or custodian;

Whose parents, guardian, or custodian neglects the child or refuses to
provide the child with proper or necessary subsistence, education, medical
or surgical care or treatment, or other care necessary for the child's health,
morals, or well being;

Whose parents, guardian, or custodian neglects the child or refuses to
provide the child with the special care made necessary by the child's mental
condition;

Whose parents, legal guardian, or custodian have placed or attempted to
place the child in violation of Sections 5103.16 and 5103.17 of the Ohio
Revised Code;

Who, because of the omission of the child's parents, guardian, or custodian,
suffers physical or mental injury that harms or threatens to harm the child's

health or welfare;

Who is subjected to out-of-home care child neglect.

2151.031 - Abused Child

An "Abused Child" includes any child who:

A.

Is the victim of "sexual activity" as defined under Chapter 2907 of the
Revised Code, where such activity would constitute an offense under that
chapter, except that the court need not find another person has been
convicted of the offense in order to find that the child is an abused child;

Is endangered as defined in Section 2919.22 of the Revised Code, except
that the court need not find that any person has been convicted under that
section in order to find that the child is an abused child;

Exhibits evidence of any physical or mental injury or death, inflicted other
than by accidental means, or an injury or death which is at variance with the
history given of it, except that a child exhibiting evidence of corporal
punishment or other physical disciplinary measure by a parent, guardian,
custodian, person having custody or control, or person in loco parentis of a



child is not an abused child under this division if the measure is not
prohibited under Section 2919.22 of the Revised Code;

D. Suffers physical or mental injury that harms or threatens to harm the child's
health or welfare because of the acts of the child's parents, guardian, or
custodian;

E. Is subjected to out-of-home care child abuse.

2151.04 - Dependent Child

A "Dependent Child" means any child:

A. Who is homeless or destitute or without adequate parental care, through no
fault of the child's parents, guardian, or custodian;

B. Who lacks adequate parental care by reason of the mental or physical
condition of the child's parents, guardian, or custodian;

C. Whose condition or environment is such as to warrant the state, in the
interests of the child, in assuming the child's guardianship;

D. Who resides in a household in which a parent, guardian, custodian, or other
member of the household has abused or neglected a sibling of the child or
any other child who resides in the household and because of the
circumstances surrounding the abuse, neglect, or dependency of the sibling
or other child and the other conditions in the household, the child is in
danger of being abused or neglected by that parent, guardian, custodian, or
member of the household.

2151.05 - Child Without Proper Parental Care

Under Sections 2151.01 to 2151.54 of the Revised Code, a child whose home is filthy and
unsanitary; whose parents, stepparents, guardian, or custodian permit the child to become
dependent, neglected, abused, or delinquent; whose parents, stepparents, guardian, or custodian,
when able, refuse or neglect to provide the child with necessary care, support, medical attention,
and educational facilities; or whose parents, stepparents, guardian, or custodian fail to subject
such child to necessary discipline is without proper parental care or guardianship.

2151.44 - Adult Abuse or Contributing

Abusing or aiding, inducing, causing, encouraging or contributing to the dependency,
neglect, or delinquency of a child or acting in a way tending to cause delinquency in a child
or a person charged with the care, support, education or maintenance of any child has failed
to support or sufficiently contribute toward the child's support, education, and maintenance.



Geauga County Probate/Juvenile Court
2007 Expenditures $ 2,310,326.87

$3,394.50

$216,749.93
$16,482.70

$6,087.48 $11.250.00

$121,328.37
$17,150.50

$425,735.00
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$884,330.55
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O Court Computerization Funds
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B CASA Program

B Domestic Violence Assistance

B Lavrich Youth Center

O General Court Operating
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HIGHLIGHTS AND STATISTICS OF SPECIAL INTEREST
2007

In 2007, the Geauga County Probate/Juvenile Court continued its tradition of
maintaining a high level of services to the citizens of Geauga County.

In August, the Court implemented its new system for audio/video digital recording of
hearings. Also, Judge Henry and his employees continued to work closely with the
Courts’ IT Systems Administrator, Jim Walsh, and the Database Administrator, Tom
Huff, to develop and implement a new website for the Probate/Juvenile Court. The new
website was launched in late February 2008 and is a significant enhancement to the
Court’s prior web presence. The new website offers a variety of information to attorneys
and the general public and can be accessed at www.GeaugaCourts.org.

In January, the Court’s CASA for Kids Program marked its tenth anniversary in
providing Guardian ad Litem services to abused, dependent, and neglected children in
Geauga County.

During 2007, the Court made final plans and preparations to transfer operation of the
Frank G. Lavrich Youth Center to the Ravenwood Mental Health Center. On January 1,
2008, a smooth transfer of operations occurred without interruption of therapeutic
services.

In May, the Supreme Court of Ohio selected the Geauga County Probate/Juvenile
Court as one of seventeen courts in the State of Ohio to participate in the Ohio Courts
Network Pilot Project. The goal of the Ohio Courts Network is to connect all Ohio courts
to a central information database using the internet.

In 2007, case filings increased in most categories. However, more serious felony-

level delinquency offenses decreased compared to 2006 statistics. Some highlights and
statistics that are of special interest are as follows:

e The Court received grants in the amount of § 27,513 for the CASA for Kids of
Geauga County Program.

e The Court’s CASA for Kids of Geauga County Program served 120 children.
e The Court provided services to 112 children through the Subsidy Grant Program.

e The Court collected and paid $ 22,578.45 in restitution to victims of juvenile
delinquent offenses, an increase of 22.8%.

e The Court oversaw the completion of 8,688 hours of community service work, an
increase of 3.0%.



Formal juvenile cases increased by 4.0%, while all juvenile cases, including
diversions, increased by 0.5%.

Formal delinquency cases increased by 8.2%, while all delinquency cases,
including diverted cases, increased by 3.3%.

Total delinquency charges increased by 19.8%, while felony-level delinquency
charges decreased by 13.4%.

The Court set a record low for the number of felony adjudications (12), which
decreased by 50.0% compared to 2006.

Domestic violence charges decreased for the second consecutive year.
Alcohol charges increased by 26.8%, while drug charges decreased by 4.3%.

The combined total of alcohol and drug charges set a new record high for the
second consecutive year.

Burglary charges increased by 42.9%.

Petty theft charges increased by 21.9%, while felony-level theft charges
increased by 24.2%.

Juvenile traffic cases decreased by 4.9%.
Juvenile OVI/OVAUC charges increased by 25.0%.

The Court collected $ 89,576.80 in court costs and fines.

The Probate/Juvenile Court is fortunate to have such excellent, hardworking, and
dedicated employees serving the citizens of Geauga County. I would like to thank the
Court’s entire staff for their efforts in 2007. Also, I would like to thank those employees
who assisted me in preparation of the 2007 Annual Report: Michele Schroeder, Ann
Mlinar, Charlie Zimmerman, Kris Giebel, Chris Steigerwald, Karla Reid, Janet Pentek,
and Kimberly Berry.

David Lubecky
Court Administrator/Magistrate
June 2008
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SUMMARY OF CASES FILED

In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court processed 1,368 new cases, which was an
increase of 0.5% from the 1,361 new cases the Court processed in 2006. 102 cases or 7.5% of the
total cases the Court processed in 2007 were diverted in which various informal sanctions were
imposed or no action was taken. The Court diverted 44 less cases in 2007 than in the previous
year.

In 2007, 1,266 new cases were formally filed in the Geauga County Juvenile Court, an
increase of 4.0% or 51 cases from the prior year. This total includes: 451 delinquent child
complaints; 89 unruly child complaints; 597 juvenile traffic complaints; 27 dependency, neglect,
and child abuse cases; 7 adult contributing cases; and 95 cases involving custody/visitation,
support, paternity, UIFSA, and other actions. New case filings increased in all categories except
juvenile traffic, support, paternity and UIFSA cases.

Juvenile traffic cases represented 47.2% of the total cases filed in the Court. Delinquency
complaints represented 35.6% of the total cases filed. Unruly child cases represented 7.0% of the
total cases filed. Dependency, neglect and abuse cases represented 2.1% of the total cases filed.
All other cases represented 8.1% of the total cases filed in the Court in 2007. During the last five
years, an average of 1,240 formal complaints per year has been filed in the Court.

DELINQUENCY CASES: Any child under age 18 who violates any state or federal law or any
local ordinance or regulation, which would be a crime if committed by an adult, or who violates
any lawful court order is a delinquent child. In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court had 451
delinquency complaints filed, which was an increase of 34 cases or 8.2% more than the number of
delinquency complaints filed in 2006. In 2007, the Court processed a total of 506 delinquency
cases (451 formal complaints and 55 diverted cases). This was an increase of 16 cases or 3.3%
more than the number of delinquency cases that the Court processed either formally or diverted
compared to 2006. In 2007, the Court diverted 18 fewer delinquency cases than in the previous
year. During the last five years, an average of 443 delinquency cases per year has been filed in the
Court.

UNRULY CHILD CASES: Any child who violates a law applicable only to a child; who is
habitually truant from school and who previously has not been adjudicated an unruly child for
being a habitual truant; who does not subject the child’s self to the reasonable control of the child’s
parents, teachers, guardian or custodian by reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient; or
engages in other conduct defined in Ohio Revised Code Section 2151.022 is an unruly child.
In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court had 89 unruly complaints filed, which was an increase
of 46 cases or 107.0% more than the number of unruly cases filed in 2006. 36 unruly complaints
were for violations of Ohio Revised Code Section 2151.87, the underage smoking law, or similar
village and city ordinances, which the Court counts as unruly cases for Ohio Supreme Court
reporting purposes. 47 unruly cases were handled informally through the Court’s diversion
program in 2007. When these cases are added to the formal unruly complaints filed, the Court
processed 136 unruly complaints in 2007, an increase of 20 cases or 17.2% in the number of unruly
cases that the Court processed either formally or diverted compared to 2006. In 2007, the Court
diverted 26 fewer unruly cases than in the previous year. During the last five years, an average of



58 unruly complaints per year has been filed in the Court.

JUVENILE TRAFFIC CASES: Any child who violates any traffic law, traffic ordinance or
traffic regulation of the state, United States or local political subdivision is a juvenile traffic
offender. In 2007, 597 juvenile traffic cases were filed in the Court, which was a decrease of 31
cases or 4.9% less than the total number of juvenile traffic cases that were filed in 2006. During the
last five years, an average of 615 juvenile traffic cases per year has been filed in the Court.

DEPENDENCY, NEGLECT AND ABUSE CASES: 27 abuse, neglect, and dependency cases
were filed in the Geauga County Juvenile Court in 2007, an increase of 2 cases or 8.0% from the
total number of cases alleging dependency, neglect, and abuse that were filed in the Court in 2006.
During the last five years, an average of 23 abuse, neglect, and dependency cases per year has been
filed in the Court.

ADULT CASES: Any person who aids, abets, induces, causes, encourages, or contributes to a
child becoming an unruly child or a delinquent child, or who acts in a way tending to cause a child
to become an unruly child or a delinquent child, is guilty of contributing to the unruliness or
delinquency of a child. In 2007, 7 adult contributing charges were filed in the Geauga County
Juvenile Court.

The Geauga County Juvenile Court also has jurisdiction over certain cases involving criminal
nonsupport or contributing to nonsupport of dependents; child endangerment; interference with
custody; and interference with action to issue or modify support order. None of these types of
cases were filed in the Court in 2007.

CUSTODY/VISITATION CASES: The Geauga County Juvenile Court has jurisdiction to hear
custody/visitation cases involving children who are not under another Ohio court’s jurisdiction.
In 2007, 35 custody/visitation cases were filed in the Court, an increase of one case or 2.9% more
than the total number of custody/visitation cases filed in 2006. The Geauga County Juvenile Court
also has jurisdiction to determine motions for permanent custody that may require the permanent
termination of parental rights and placement of the child in the permanent custody of Geauga
County Job & Family Services for eventual permanent adoptive placement of the child. During the
last five years, an average of 32 custody/visitation cases per year has been filed in the Court.

PATERNITY CASES: Paternity cases determine the parentage of children born out of wedlock.
The Geauga County Juvenile Court hears paternity matters that are either not determined
administratively by the Child Support Enforcement Agency or one of the parties disputes the
administrative determination of paternity. In 2007, 8 paternity cases were filed in the Geauga
County Juvenile Court, a decrease of one case or 11.1% less than the number of paternity cases
filed in the Court in 2006. During the last five years, an average of 10 paternity cases per year
have been filed in the Court.

SUPPORT CASES: The Geauga County Juvenile Court has jurisdiction to hear and determine an
application for an order of support of any child, if the child is not a ward of another court of this
state. In 2007, 45 support cases were filed in the Geauga County Juvenile Court, which was a
decrease of one case or 2.2% less than the number of support cases that were filed in the Court in



2006. During the last five years, an average of 43 support cases per year has been filed in the
Court.

UIFSA CASES: UIFSA cases involve the enforcement of child support orders when one of the
parents resides outside of the State of Ohio. In 2007, 6 UIFSA actions were filed in the Geauga
County Juvenile Court. During the last five years, an average of 7 UIFSA cases per year has been
filed in the Court.

OTHER CASES: Other cases filed in the Geauga County Juvenile Court may include actions
such as writs of habeas corpus, applications for consent to marry, and complaints to obtain an
abortion without notifying parent or guardian. In 2007, one other case was filed in the Court.

In 2007, the combined total of delinquency, unruly and juvenile traffic cases filed increased
by 13 cases compared to 2006. In 2007, the combined total of delinquent and unruly child formal
complaints increased by 44 cases or 9.6% in comparison to 2006 statistics. In 2007, the Court
processed a total of 102 delinquency and unruly cases through the diversion program, which
represents 16.8% of the total delinquency and unruly cases processed. In 2007, the Court
processed a total of 606 delinquency and unruly matters, including diverted cases, which equaled
the number of delinquency and unruly cases the Court processed in 2006.

A summary of the five-year trend in cases filed against juveniles due to their own behavior
is as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
COMBINED DELINQUENCY
& UNRULY CASES 487 490 528 460 504
JUVENILE TRAFFIC CASES 657 591 602 628 597

TOTAL 1,144 1,081 1,130 1,088 1,101



2007
SUMMARY OF CASES FILED BY MONTH

TOTAL NEW CASES
TYPE OF CASE JAN FEB | MAR | APR [ MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT [ OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL
DELINQUENT CHILD 28 26 51 44 22 42 56 25 43 43 40 31 451
UNRULY CHILD 4 5 8 3 7 8 8 12 14 2 6 12 89
JUVENILE TRAFFIC 52 41 45 42 69 51 60 50 48 52 46 41 597
DEPENDENCY, NEGLECT & ABUSE 2 0 2 4 1 2 1 5 4 1 1 4 27
OTHER ACTIONS
CONTRIBUTING CASES 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 7
CUSTODY CASES 6 3 1 0 2 6 1 5 1 6 2 2 35
SUPPORT CASES 4 5 7 1 4 8 0 6 5 2 2 1 45
PATERNITY CASES 1 0 0 2 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 8
ULF.SA. 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 6
ALL OTHER ACTIONS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
TOTAL CASES 97 80 116 101 105 120 127 105 116 109 98 92 1,266
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TWENTY YEAR COMPARISON OF CASES

TYPE OF CASES 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
DELINQUENT CHILD 486 452 361 345 404 436 445 466 417 451
UNRULY CHILD 96 57 72 48 58 51 45 62 43 89
JUVENILE TRAFFIC 727 696 669 638 646 657 591 602 628 597
DEPENDENCY, NEGLECT & ABUSE 40 47 41 23 33 21 17 23 25 27
ADULT CONTRIBUTING 0 0 0 0 0 11 12 6 6 7
CIVIL ACTIONS 82 63 61 65 59 74 98 99 96 94
OTHER CASES 0 0 1 8 1 0 0 1 0 1
TOTAL CASES 1,431 1,315 1,205 1,127 1,201 1,250 1,208 1,259 1,215 1,266
TYPE OF CASES 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
DELINQUENT CHILD 552 532 509 594 472 493 492 466 518 499
UNRULY CHILD 141 161 154 123 68 105 57 98 81 82
JUVENILE TRAFFIC 779 733 700 651 711 627 704 695 652 651
[DEPENDENCY, NEGLECT & ABUSE 19 25 70 49 60 47 61 34 53 48
ADULT CONTRIBUTING 4 2 0 0
CIVIL ACTIONS 31 54 257 110 70 80 108 84 91 97
OTHER CASES 1 12 6 6 3 4 8 1 1 0
TOTAL CASES 1,523 1,517 1,696 1,533 1,384 1,356 1,434 1,380 1,396 1,377




DELINQUENCY AND UNRULY CASES
BREAKDOWN OF CHARGES, SOURCE, RESIDENCE
AND AGE OF OFFENDER

TYPE OF CHARGES FILED

The following narrative discusses the types of charges filed in the Geauga County Juvenile
Court in 2007. As more than one offense may be charged on one complaint, this data does not
directly compare to the case flow material presented earlier.

DELINQUENCY CHARGES

In 2007, 879 delinquency charges were filed compared to 734 charges in 2006, an increase
of 19.8%. Of the total number of delinquency charges filed in 2007, 659 charges were for acts of
delinquency, 107 charges were for violations of probation, 12 charges were for violations of court
orders, and one charge was for a violation of parole. The number of delinquency charges for acts
other than violations of probation, parole, or court orders filed in 2007 increased by 12.3%
compared to 2006.

Probation violations filed in 2007 decreased by 26 charges or 19.5% compared to 2006.
Probation violations are filed in order to keep juvenile probationers accountable for their
misbehavior while under Court supervision.

Although total delinquency charges increased by 19.8% in 2007, more serious felony
charges decreased by 13.4%. 71 charges or 10.8% of the total delinquency charges filed in the
Court, excluding violations of probation or court orders, were for acts that would be classified as a
felony if committed by an adult. 56.3% of these felony charges were for THEFT and other theft-
related or property offenses, including BREAKING & ENTERING (3 charges); BURGLARY F-2
(2 charges); BURGLARY F-4 (4 charges); COMPLICITY TO BURGLARY F-2 (1 charge);
COMPLICITY TO BURGLARY F-4 (3 charges ); COMPLICITY TO THEFT F-5 (4 charges);
RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY F-4 (1 charge); RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY F-5 (6
charges); ROBBERY F-5 (1 charge); THEFT F-4 (1 charge); and THEFT F-5 (14 charges). This
compares to 40.2% of felony charges classified as theft offenses in 2006.

Other felony charges filed in 2007 included ASSAULT F-4 (2 charges); FORGERY &
FRAUD F-5 (1 charge); GROSS SEXUAL IMPOSITION F-3 (8 charges); INDUCING PANIC F-
4 (2 charges); OBSTRUCTING OFFICIAL BUSINESS F-5 (2 charges); POSSESSION OF
CRIMINAL TOOLS F-5 (4 charges); RAPE (7 charges); and VANDALISM F-4 (4 charges). In
addition, there was one felony-level drug charge filed in the Court in 2007: ATTEMPTED
TRAFFICKING IN DRUGS F-5. In 2007, felony drug offenses decreased by 91.7% compared to
2006.

In 2007, no MURDER or KIDNAPPING/ABDUCTION offenses were filed. The number
of ASSAULT charges filed (19) increased by one charge or 5.6% from 2006. DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE charges decreased for the second consecutive year from 17 charges filed in 2006 to 13
charges filed in 2007, a decrease of 23.5%.



16 SEX OFFENSES were filed in 2007, including 8 GROSS SEXUAL IMPOSITION F-3
charges, 7 RAPE charges, and one SEXUAL IMPOSITION charge. This compares to the 13 SEX
OFFENSES that were filed in 2006, an increase of 23.1%.

In 2007, there was an increase in most major categories of offenses, including CRIMINAL
DAMAGING/MISCHIEF, DRUG & LIQUOR LAW violations, BURGLARY/BREAKING &
ENTERING, THEFT-RELATED OFFENSES, and SEX OFFENSES compared to 2006 statistics.

In 2007, there was a decrease in charges in four major categories: DISORDERLY
CONDUCT, VANDALISM, ASSAULT/DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, and WEAPONS charges.

As has been the case for thirteen out of the last fifteen years, DRUG & LIQUOR LAW
violations were the most common category of delinquency charges filed in the Court. In 2007, 244
DRUG & LIQUOR LAW violations were filed, an increase of 29 charges or 13.5% from 2006.
In 2007, alcohol charges increased by 26.8%. Drug charges decreased by 4.3%.

The DRUG & LIQUOR LAW violations filed in 2007 were as follows: ATTEMPTED
TRAFFICKING IN DRUGS F-5 (1 charge); OPEN CONTAINER (3 charges); POSSESSION OF
COUNTERFEIT CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE (1 charge); POSSESSION OF DRUGS M-1 (44
charges); POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA (42 charges); PROHIBITION (152
charges); and SALE TO UNDERAGE PERSON (1 charge).

The Court’s efforts to combat DRUG & LIQUOR LAW violations continued in 2007 with
the Court’s investment of funds to provide drug testing, education, substance abuse assessments,
treatment, and aftercare services in the form of individual/family and group substance abuse
counseling. The DRUG & LIQUOR LAW violations filed in 2007 set a new record high for the
second consecutive year. In 2007, PROHIBITION with 152 charges was the most common charge
filed in the Court.

The second most common category of delinquency charges filed in 2007 was THEFT-
RELATED OFFENSES with 159 charges filed, an increase of 54 charges or 51.4% from 2006. In
2007, PETTY THEFT was the third most common specific charge filed in the Court with 89
charges, an increase of 21.9% from 2006. Felony-level THEFT-RELATED cases increased by
24.2%.

The third most common category of delinquency charges filed in the Court in 2007 was the
combined total of CRIMINAL DAMAGING (94 charges) and CRIMINAL MISCHIEF (48
charges) for which a total of 142 charges were filed, an increase of 103 charges or 264.1% from
2006.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT with 53 charges filed was the fourth most common specific
charge filed in the Court. DISORDERLY CONDUCT charges decreased by 19.7% compared to
2006.

The number of CRIMINAL TRESPASS charges filed (23) increased by 43.8% compared
to 2006. 10 BURGLARY and COMPLICITY TO BURGLARY charges were filed in 2007, an
increase of 42.9%.



In 2007, the number of charges filed against juveniles for committing various property
offenses increased. The combination of BURGLARY and COMPLICITY TO BURGLARY (10),
BREAKING & ENTERING (6), and CRIMINAL TRESPASS (23) charges, all involve roughly
the same kind of activity, and totaled 39 charges, an increase of 34.5% from 2006.

VANDALISM/VEHICULAR VANDALISM charges decreased by 58.8%.

In 2007, one WEAPONS charge was filed in the Court compared to the 3 WEAPONS
charges that were filed in 2006.

UNRULY CHILD OFFENSES

In 2007, 60 unruly child charges were filed in the Geauga County Juvenile Court, an
increase of 29 charges or 93.5% compared to 2006. The Court diverted 47 unruly child cases. If
the diverted charges are added to the formal unruly charges, the Court processed a total of 107
unruly child charges in 2007, an increase of 3 unruly child charges or 2.9% more than the number
of unruly child charges the Court processed in 2006. These statistics do not include violations of
Ohio Revised Code Section 2151.87, the underage smoking law, which the Court counts as unruly
cases for Ohio Supreme Court reporting purposes.

The most common unruly child charge was FAILURE TO SUBJECT with 33 charges filed,
an increase of 94.1% from 2006. This was followed by 8 HEALTH AND MORALS charges.
Also, 5 RUNAWAY CHILD charges, 8 TRUANCY charges, and 6 OTHER UNRULY charges
were filed.



DELINQUENCY AND UNRULY
BREAKDOWN BY TYPE OF OFFENSE

DELINQUENT CHILD OFFENSES JAN [FEB [MAR |APR |MAY [JUNE|JULY|AUG [SEPT|OCT |NOV |DEC |TOTAL
AGGRAVATED MENACING 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
AGGRAVATED TRESPASS 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
AGGRAVATED TRAFFICKING IN DRUGS - F3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ALCOHOL IN A MOTOR VEHICLE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ASSAULT 2 0 1 0 2 5 3 3 0 0 1 0 17
ASSAULT-F4 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
ATTEMPTED MISUSE OF CREDIT CARD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 6
ATTEMPTED THEFT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
ATTEMPTED TRAFFICKING IN DRUGS-F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
BREAKING AND ENTERING - F5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
BREAKING AND ENTERING 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
BURGLARY-F2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2
BURGLARY - F4 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 4
CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPON 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
CHRONIC TRUANCY 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 7
COMPLICITY TO BURGLARY-F2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
COMPLICITY TO BURGLARY-F4 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
COMPLICITY TO PETTY THEFT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 3
COMPLICITY TO THEFT-F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 4
CRIMINAL DAMAGING/ENDANGERING 0 2 38 1 9 0 4 0 38 2 0 0 94
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 0 16 0 3 1 9 18 0 0 0 0 1 48
CRIMINAL SIMULATION 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
SUBTOTAL 5 22 41 9 12 14 32 8 39 10 9 4 205




DELINQUENT CHILD OFFENSES JAN | FEB [ MAR| APR | MAY |JUNE|JULY| AUG |SEPT| OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL
CARRY OVER FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 5 22 41 9 12 14 32 8 39 10 9 4 205
CRIMINAL TRESPASS 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 14 1 5 23
DEADLY WEAPON IN SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE - F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DISCHARGING FIREARM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 6 4 3 2 1 3 7 7 3 10 3 4 53
DISTRIBUTION OF DANGEROUS DRUGS -M1| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 2 3 1 1 13
ESCAPE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
FAILURE TO COMPLY - M1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 3
FAILURE TO COMPLY - F3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FALSE IDENTIFICATION 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FALSIFICATION 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
FELONIOUS ASSAULT - F2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FORGERY AND FRAUD - F4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FORGERY AND FRAUD - F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
FURNISHING FALSE DRIVER'S LICENSE-F{ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRAND THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE - F4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
"GROSS SEXUAL IMPOSITION - F3 0 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 8
HUNTING WITHOUT PERMIT 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 |
INDUCING PANIC - F4 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
LITTERING 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
MAKING FALSE ALARMS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL 13 29 45 16 16 19 41 17 49 38 15 14 312




DELINQUENT CHILD OFFENSES JAN |FEB [MAR |APR |MAY [JUNE|(JULY|AUG |SEPT [OCT [NOV |DEC |TOTAL
CARRY OVER FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 13 29 45 16 16 19 41 17 49 38 15 14 312
MAKING FALSE ALARMS - F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
MENACING 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3
MISUSE OF CREDIT CARDS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 19 0 21
OBSTRUCTING OFFICIAL BUSINESS 1 0 0 1 0 2 3 0 1 3 2 4 17
"OBSTRUCTING OFFICIAL BUSINESS-F5 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
OPEN CONTAINER 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
POSSESSION OF COCAINE - F3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSSESSION COUNTERFEIT CONTROLLED SUB 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
POSSESSION OF CRIMINAL TOOLS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5
POSSESSION OF CRIMINAL TOOLS - F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 4
POSSESSION OF DRUGS - M1 3 0 6 7 0 3 3 5 5 3 4 5 44
POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 4 0 6 2 2 3 3 2 8 4 3 5 42
PROHIBITION 5 3 27 12 4 18 15 13 11 21 21 2 152
PUBLIC INDECENCY 1 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5
RAPE - F1 0 1 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY-F4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY-F5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 0 6
RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY-M1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3
RESISTING ARREST 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 6
ROBBERY-F5 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
SALE TO UNDERAGE PERSON 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
SEXUAL IMPOSITION 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
TELECOMMUNICATIONS HARASSMENT 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 4
SUBTOTAL 27 34 86 51 26 48 70 41 75 79 69 35 641




DELINQUENT CHILD OFFENSES JAN |FEB |MAR [APR |MAY |(JUNE|JULY|AUG |SEPT|OCT |NOV |[DEC |TOTAL
CARRY OVER FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 27 34 86 51 26 48 70 41 75 79 69 35 641
THEFT (PETTY) 2 5 3 4 13 9 18 1 6 13 6 9 89
THEFT-F4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
THEFT - F5 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 3 14
THROWING/SHOOTING MISSILES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAFFICKING IN COCAINE - F3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAFFICKING IN MARIJUANA - M3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
UNAUTHORIZED USE OF MOTOR VEHICLE| 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 6
UNAUTHORIZED USE OF PROPERTY 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
'VANDALISM-F4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4
VEHICULAR ASSAULT - F4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
VEHICULAR VANDALISM 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3
VIOLATION OF COURT ORDERS 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 2 12
VIOLATION OF PAROLE 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
VIOLATION OF PROBATION 8 11 7 9 13 10 14 1 12 10 4 8 107
TOTAL DELINQUENCY 41 52 98 73 53 67 105 43 95 110 85 57 879
UNRULY CHILD OFFENSES JAN | FEB | MAR| APR | MAY |JUNE|JULY| AUG |SEPT| OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL
FAILURE TO SUBJECT 0 2 3 1 0 4 2 6 4 1 2 8 33
HEALTH AND MORALS 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 8
RUNAWAY CHILD 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 5
SCHOOL TRUANCY 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 8
OTHER UNRULY 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 1 0 6
TOTAL UNRULY 2 4 4 2 2 4 6 8 11 2 6 9 60
TOTAL DELINQUENCY & UNRULY JAN | FEB | MAR| APR | MAY |JUNE|JULY| AUG |SEPT| OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL
FILED BY MONTH 43 56 102 75 55 71 111 51 106 | 112 91 66 939




SOURCE OF COMPLAINT
RESIDENCE AND AGE OF OFFENDER

As in previous years, the Geauga County Sheriff’s Office, which has the largest
jurisdiction, filed the most cases in the Geauga County Juvenile Court in 2007. The 137 cases the
Geauga County Sheriff’s Office filed was an increase of 24.5% from the number of juvenile cases
the Sheriff’s Office filed in 2006. Of the local community police departments, Bainbridge
Township filed the most cases (82), followed by the City of Chardon (40), and the Village of
Middlefield (32).

Reflecting an overall increase in delinquency and unruly complaints filed in the Court, all
but three police departments filed more complaints in 2007 compared to 2006. The number of
complaints filed by Russell Township increased by 380.0% to 24 complaints from 5 complaints in
2006. The Geauga Park District filed 233.3% more complaints (10 complaints in 2007 compared
to 3 complaints in 2006). Both the Village of Middlefield and Thompson Township filed 100.0%
more complaints in 2007 than 2006. The other police departments filing more juvenile complaints
in 2007 were: the City of Chardon with 40 complaints (+42.9%); the Geauga County Sheriff’s
Office with 137 complaints (+24.5%); the Village of South Russell with 26 complaints (+23.8%);
and Bainbridge Township with 82 complaints (+1.2%).

Two police departments filed less complaints in 2007 than in 2006: Chester Township with
16 complaints (-44.8%) and the Ohio State Highway Patrol with 4 complaints (-20.0%). Burton
Village’s case filings equaled the number of case filings in 2006.

The Court’s Probation Department made the highest number of non-police agency referrals
with 49 cases filed in 2007, a decrease of 19 cases or 27.9% less than the number of violations of
probation filed in 2006. These cases involved violations of probation rules, serious behavioral
problems while in placement (such as the Youth Center or Detention Center), failure to make
restitution, and/or failure to perform community service work.

Complaints brought by parents, school authorities, and other social service agencies often
involve unruly behavior or situations where the authority of the Court is sought to address social
service concerns. In 2007, school district complaints increased by 16.7%. Cases involving
Geauga County juveniles who committed delinquent and/or unruly acts in other counties, and
which cases were transferred to Geauga County for adjudication and/or disposition, increased by
15.8%.

The Court also organizes data on the residence of each juvenile who is the subject of a
complaint by school district. The Court uses this approach because it best represents our juvenile
clients’ communities, as compared to the numerous villages, townships, or mailing addresses that
exist in Geauga County. In 2007, the highest number of cases (79) involved juveniles who resided
in the Chardon School District. Kenston followed with 69 cases, Cardinal with 54 cases, and
Berkshire with 52 cases. 90 cases or 17.9% of the total cases that were filed involved youths who
resided outside of Geauga County, an increase of 21 cases or 30.4% from 2006.  Youths, who
reside in residential placements, including the Frank G. Lavrich Youth Center, which is located in
the Chardon School District, and private placements that are located outside of the County, are



counted separately so that the charges brought against youths in placements do not impact the
school district statistics.

In 2007, the number of delinquency and unruly cases filed increased in four school districts
and decreased in four school districts. The school districts with an increase in case filings were
Cardinal (+200.0%); Chagrin Falls (+192.9%); Ledgemont (+45.5%); and Chardon (+5.3%). The
school districts with a decrease in case filings were Newbury (-67.6%); Kenston (-25.0%);
Berkshire (-10.3%); and West Geauga (-9.5%).

The data on age shows a simple and traditional increase in total offenses as age increases.
In 2007, the number of younger (under age 14) youths who had a formal complaint filed against
him or her decreased by 3 cases or 8.3% compared to 2006. The average age of a juvenile against
whom a delinquency or unruly complaint was filed in 2007 was 15.77 years old compared to the
15.72 years old average of delinquent and unruly offenders in 2006. The average age of a
delinquent offender (15.85 years) was higher than the average age of an unruly offender (15.09
years).

The average age of a juvenile against whom a delinquency charge was filed in 2007 was
15.85 years old. The average age of a male delinquent offender (15.82 years) was slightly lower
than the average age of a female delinquent offender (15.92 years). The average age of a male
unruly child (14.42 years) was lower than the average age of a female unruly child
(15.66 years).



DELINQUENCY AND UNRULY COMPLAINTS

SOURCE OF COMPLAINT
2007
MALES FEMALES TOTAL TOTAL
COMPLAINT BY WHITE |MINORITY| WHITE |MINORITY] WHITE |[MINORITY|COMBINED
SHERIFF'S DEPT. 77 7 52 1 129 8 137
BAINBRIDGE P.D. 34 8 30 10 64 18 82
BURTON P.D. 13 1 14 0 14
CHARDON P.D. 31 1 8 39 1 40
CHESTER P.D. 10 2 4 14 2 16
GEAUGA PARK DIST 10 10 0 10
MIDDLEFIELD P.D. 20 12 32 0 32
OHIO ST. PATROL 4 4 0 4
RUSSELL P.D. 17 7 24 0 24
S. RUSSELL P.D. 16 1 9 25 1 26
THOMPSON P.D. 4 4 8 0 8
PARENTS/CITIZENS 2 3 5 0 5
SCHOOLS 6 2 6 12 2 14
INTAKE/STATE 3 3 6 0 6
PROBATION DEPT. 26 7 12 4 38 11 49
COURT PROGRAMS 0 0 0
TRANSFERRED IN 12 1 9 21 1 22
OTHER/SOCIAL AGENCY| 9 2 4 9 6 15
TOTAL 294 31 160 19 454 50 504




DELINQUENCY AND UNRULY COMPLAINTS
CASES FILED BY RESIDENCE OF OFFENDER

(BY SCHOOL DISTRICT)
2007

[RESIDENCE MALES FEMALES TOTAL
[BERKSHIRE 43 9 52
llcARDINAL 33 21 54
llcHAGRIN FALLS 28 13 41
CHARDON 60 19 79
KENSTON 37 32 69
LEDGEMONT 7 9 16
NEWBURY 8 3 11
WEST GEAUGA 24 14 38
AGENCY RESIDENCE 1 1 2
OTHER & UNKNOWN 29 23 52
llout oF counTY 55 35 90
[TOTAL 325 179 504
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AGE AT TIME OF OFFENSE

2007
AGE DELINQUENT UNRULY COMBINED
MALES | FEMALES | TOTAL | MALES | FEMALES | TOTAL TOTAL

AGE 10 & UNDER 0 0 0 I 0 1 1

AGE 11 0 0 0 ) 0 ) 2

AGE 12 4 6 10 2 0 2 12
AGE 13 12 ) 14 2 ) 4 18
AGE 14 40 1 47 5 4 9 56
AGE 13 33 A 5T 2 3 5 62
AGE 16 102 5 157 6 3 19 176
AGE 17 110 56 166 4 1 11 177
TOTAL 301 150 451 A 2 53 504




DISPOSITIONS
DELINQUENCY & UNRULY CASES

The Geauga County Juvenile Court disposes of cases in a way that addresses both the needs
of individual youths and their families and ensures public safety. The Court utilizes a number of
dispositional alternatives that combine aspects of supervision and monitoring of behavior that
holds each juvenile accountable for his/her actions, while providing treatment services as needed.
This may mean relatively simple dispositions: a fine, admonishment, and/or an order to write an
essay. It may also include a set of alternatives such as probation, restitution, and community
service work. Youths who are found delinquent and who may pose a threat to the community can
be placed in secure facilities, such as the Portage-Geauga County Juvenile Detention Center.

Youths who are adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act that would be
classified as a felony, if committed by an adult, may be committed to the legal custody of the Ohio
Department of Youth Services for institutionalization. Commitments to the Ohio Department of
Youth Services are for a minimum of 6 months but may not exceed the child’s 21* birthday.
Minimum periods of institutionalization vary depending on the offense committed. In 2007, the
Court made no commitments to ODY'S.

Depending on the seriousness of the offense committed, commitments to the Ohio
Department of Youth Services are usually made as a last resort. When appropriate, the Court uses
various methods and programs to attempt to rehabilitate youths prior to an ODYS commitment.
One program the Court uses to rehabilitate youths is the Intensive Supervision Program.
This program addresses the more serious offenders who commit offenses that would either be a
felony or misdemeanor if committed by an adult. For these offenders, probation includes intensive
supervision by a monitoring officer. The youth starts his/her supervisory period on house arrest.
Youths who are placed in the Intensive Supervision Program are required to enter into a written
contract with the Court. These youths are required to abide by the specific rules that are outlined in
the contract. Intensive supervision is divided into four distinct phases of gradually decreasing
supervision and restrictions. If the child cooperates with these rules, then the child advances
through each phase of the program and eventually completes the program successfully. If the child
fails to abide by any of the program rules, then a violation of court order may be filed with the
potential consequences including an extension of intensive supervision, electronic monitoring, or
placement in the Portage-Geauga County Juvenile Detention Center. The Intensive Supervision
Program is discussed further under the Court programs section of this report.

In addition to the intensive supervision services discussed above, the Court has an
electronic monitoring program. Electronic monitoring is a dispositional alternative for those
youths who are a high risk for recidivism. Electronic monitoring is also a community-based
alternative to placement in the Detention Center.

One category of juvenile offenders, known as “serious youthful offenders”, are eligible for
blended sentences in juvenile court. Eligibility for a blended sentence turns on the juvenile’s age,
the level of felony involved, and whether the offense charged is “enhanced”. A serious youthful
offender can be sentenced both as a juvenile and as an adult. The adult sentence is stayed pending
successful completion of the juvenile disposition. The adult sentence can be imposed only after a
hearing and only for certain serious rule violations after age 14. Serious youthful offenders are
afforded all of the rights applicable to an adult in a criminal case, including the right to a jury trial.



In 2007, the Court had no serious youthful offender cases.

Drug and alcohol offenses constitute a significant number of cases filed in the Court.
In 2007, the Court ordered 48 drug and alcohol assessments. In substance abuse cases, youths may
either be ordered into or referred to the Early Warnings Program, which is a two-part
prevention/education program offered by the Ravenwood Mental Health Center for the purpose of
providing information about and foster awareness of drug and alcohol abuse. One or both parents
are required to attend the Early Warnings Program with the child.

The Court may order or refer Amish youths, who are either adjudicated delinquent for drug
and/or alcohol offenses or referred for diversion, to attend the Turning Point Program.
The Turning Point Program is a drug/alcohol educational program that is available to Amish
youths, ages 13-18, and their parents. At least one parent or guardian is required to attend the
program with the child.

In 2007, the Court ordered 143 youths to attend a substance abuse program. Continuing its
efforts to combat the dramatic increase in drug/alcohol offenders, the Court contracts with Linda
Myers to provide both chemical assessments and individual and group/family substance abuse
counseling for juvenile offenders.

The Geauga County Juvenile Court can refer children to several other community
programs, including the STOP program for sexual offenders, and the Bridges Program.
These programs are a valuable part of the continuum of community-based services for delinquent
and unruly youths in Geauga County.

One disposition in delinquent and unruly cases that the Court continues to utilize frequently
is driver’s license suspensions. In 2007, the Court imposed license suspensions or denials of the
right to apply for an operator’s license in 172 cases. The Court has found that driver’s license
suspensions are an effective means of addressing delinquent and other inappropriate behavior and
in ensuring compliance with the Court’s orders.

The Juvenile Court continues to undertake an extensive accounts receivable system.
It is our belief that accountability for delinquent behavior extends to the collection of court costs
and fines. The system also assists in the collection and disbursement of restitution. The Court
orders parents to contribute to the cost of placements by paying per diem charges for placements in
the Youth Center, the Detention Center, and other residential facilities. The per diem rate charged
to parents for these placements is $20.00. In order to enhance our collection efforts, the Court
contracts with a collection agency to collect accounts receivable that are more than 90 days past
due.

In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court collected $89,576.80 in court costs and fines,
including traffic cases, which was 1.4% less than the total court costs and fines that the Court
collected in 2006. The Court collected $44,079.92 in court costs, which was 1.8% more than the
total costs collected in 2006. The Court collected fines totaling $45,496.88, which was 4.3% less
than the total fines collected in 2006.

The Court collects a $13.00 fee per case to provide for computerization needs. In 2007, the
Court collected a total of $26,619.06 in computerization fees. These fees are instrumental in
providing for the Court’s computerization needs and in reducing the burden on the County’s



general fund for these costs.

In 2007, the Court collected $16,511.93 in Detention Center reimbursement and
$22,039.23 in reimbursement from parents for Youth Center placements. The Court collected
$47,315.04 in Juvenile Court fees. The Court generated County general fund revenue totaling
$138,877.20, a decrease of $12,455.61 or 8.2% less than 2006 revenue.

FELONY ADJUDICATIONS: Felony adjudications in the Geauga County Juvenile
Court have decreased for 11 out of the last 15 years. In 2007, the Court adjudicated 12 juveniles
for committing an offense that would be classified as a felony if committed by an adult, a decrease
of 50.0% from 2006. This was the lowest number of felony adjudications in the last 15 years. 11
or 91.7% of these juveniles were males and one or 8.3% was female. These felonies included one
third degree felony; 4 fourth degree felonies; and 7 fifth degree felonies. Since 1993, the number
of felony adjudications has ranged from a high of 75 felony adjudications in 1993 to a low of 12
felony adjudications in 2007. The Court had one bindover to adult Court during the year, a white
male, on an F1 Rape charge. There were no Serious Youthful Offenders designated in 2007.

The Court made no commitments to DYS in 2007. In 2007, Geauga County’s commitment
rate to DYS was 0%. On January 1, 2007, Geauga County had 2 youths placed in DYS facilities.
On January 1, 2008, Geauga County had no youths placed in DYS facilities.

The following data represents a breakdown of the primary dispositions the Geauga County
Juvenile Court ordered in 2007 for delinquent and unruly cases. Almost every case involved more
than one disposition. In addition, a table indicating the total Juvenile Court costs and fines
collected during 2007 is included.



DELINQUENCY & UNRULY CASES

2007 DISPOSITIONS
DISPOSITION MALES FEMALES TOTAL
JUDICIAL SANCTIONS
CASE DISMISSED 28 10 38
ADMONISHED 245 116 361
FINE 111 68 179
COSTS 269 135 404
COSTS WAIVER 51 25 76
FINGERPRINTING 8 4 12
DNA TESTING 10 1 11
LICENSE SUSPENSION 66 20 86
RIGHT TO APPLY FOR O.L. DENIED 56 30 86
NO BUGGY OPERATION 4 2 6
COMMUNITY SANCTIONS
PROBATION 51 24 75
CONTINUED PROBATION 30 10 40
RESTITUTION 46 7 53
COMMUNITY SERVICE 190 78 268
COUNSELING 19 11 30
ELECTRONIC MONITORING 19 8 27
SURVEILLANCE PROJECT 24 9 33
D & A ASSESSMENT 37 11 48
DRUG TESTING 33 12 45
EDUCATION/TREATMENT PROGRAMS 81 62 143
MENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT 9 2 11
PLACEMENTS
TOD.Y.S. 0 0 0
TOP.GR.C. 69 13 82
TO YOUTH CENTER 0 2 2
JOINT PLACEMENTS 8 1 9
OTHER PLACEMENTS 8 0 8
SUSPENDED PLACEMENTS 180 83 263
TRANSFERS
BIND OVERS 1 0 1
TO OTHER JUVENILE COURTS 54 30 84
TO OTHER AGENCIES 0 0 0
GENERAL DISPOSITIONS
ESSAY 146 74 220
OTHER 53 18 71
APOLOGY LETTERS 62 10 72




JUVENILE COURT COSTS AND FINES COLLECTED

2007

MONTH COURT COSTS FINES

JANUARY $4,371.70 $3,896.00
FEBRUARY $2,745.56 $3,157.00
MARCH $3,588.80 $3,329.00
APRIL $3,173.25 $3,015.00
MAY $3,426.07 $2,944.00
JUNE $2,870.54 $3,354.86
JULY $3,854.90 $4,521.04
AUGUST $4,824.90 $5,477.10
SEPTEMBER $4,117.63 $3,698.00
OCTOBER $3,821.52 $4,218.00
NOVEMBER $3,009.70 $3,202.50
DECEMBER $4,275.35 $4,684.38
TOTAL $44,079.92 $45,496.88

In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court collected court costs and fines totaling
$89,576.80, which was 1.4% less than the total costs and fines the Court collected in
2006. In 2007, the Court collected 4.3% less in fines and 1.8% more in costs compared
to 2006.



JUVENILE TRAFFIC CASES

The Geauga County Juvenile Court has exclusive original jurisdiction over all juvenile traffic
cases. In 2007, the Court processed 623 juvenile traffic cases. 26 cases were pending at the beginning of
the year and 597 cases were filed during the year. The number of juvenile traffic cases filed in 2007
decreased by 4.9% from 2006. The Court disposed of 582 juvenile traffic cases and carried over 41 cases
into 2008.

Analyzing the juvenile traffic cases disposed of in 2007, 369 or 63.4% of the traffic cases
involved males. 213 or 36.6% of the traffic cases involved females. 12 traffic complaints disposed of
were against youths who were under the age of 16, an increase of 5 cases or 71.4% in the number of
traffic cases involving youths under the age of 16. Most of these cases involved youths operating a
motor vehicle without a license; youths charged under the current seat belt laws; and youths operating
dirt bikes or all-purpose vehicles on the highway.

The Court has a juvenile traffic violations bureau, which permits a juvenile who commits an
eligible offense to waive a court appearance, enter a plea of “true”, and pay a fine and court costs. In
2007, 42 cases were waived or 7.2% of the total juvenile traffic cases disposed of.

The Court uses a variety of dispositional alternatives in juvenile traffic cases. The most common
disposition involves the payment of a fine and/or court costs. In 566 or 97.3% of the cases disposed of,
the Court imposed a fine. In 392 or 67.4% of the cases disposed of, the Court suspended the youth’s
license. 27 youths were denied the right to obtain a license. In 304 or 52.2% of the cases disposed of,
the Court ordered the youth to attend the Juvenile Traffic Improvement School operated by Cleveland
AAA. In 83 cases, the Court ordered the youth to attend the State’s Juvenile Driver Intervention
Program.

The Court utilizes a substance abuse program for youths who are adjudicated for OVI and
prohibited concentration offenses. In addition, the Court may order juveniles who are adjudicated for
OVI offenses to meet with a convicted adult OVI offender. The Court also utilizes a private drug and
alcohol professional who has made a specialty of working with Amish youths who are adjudicated for
OVI or prohibited concentration of alcohol while operating a horse and buggy.

In 2007, a total of 706 traffic violations were filed in the Court, which was a decrease of 27 traffic
violations or 3.7% less than the total traffic violations that were filed in 2006. 274 traffic violations or
38.8% of the total violations filed involved speeding. The number of speeding violations filed in 2007
decreased by 18.0% compared to 2006. 70 violations or 9.9% of the total traffic violations were filed for
assured clear distance, a 25.0% increase compared to 2006. Other common violations included failure to
control with 67 violations (9.5%); failure to wear seat belt with 39 violations (5.5%); failure to yield with
36 violations (5.1%); and no operator’s license with 28 violations (4.0%). 18 violations were filed for
driving a motor vehicle with prohibited breath alcohol content (BAC) and 17 violations were filed for
operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol and/or drug of abuse (OVI). The number of
OVI/BAC charges filed in 2007 increased by 25.0% compared to 2006. In addition, one physical control
charge was filed.



JUVENILE TRAFFIC CASES

CASE LOAD REPORT
2007
JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUNE [ JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV | DEC |[TOTAL
CARRY OVER 26 31 30 44 45 62 75 83 59 54 56 59
CASES FILED 52 41 45 42 09 51 60 50 48 52 46 41 597
CASES DISPOSED 47 42 31 41 52 38 52 74 53 50 43 59 582
CARRIED OVER 31 30 44 45 62 75 83 59 54 56 59 41
**SEX MALES 369 SAMPLE DISPOSITIONS
FEMALES 213 DISMISSED 9
FINE 566
**AGE 15 & UNDER 12 COURT COSTS 573
16 208 LICENSE SUSPENSION 392
17 357 DENIED RIGHT TO APPLY 27
18 5 TRAFFIC SCHOOL 304
DRIVER IMPROVEMENT PROG. 83
COMMUNITY SERVICE 30
**STATISTICS ARE BASED ON DISPOSITIONS ALCOHOL ASSESSMENT 5
PROBATION 9
ESSAY 44
RESTITUTION 3
APOLOGY LETTER 4
DRUG/ALCOHOL PROGRAM 8
ADJUDICATED NOT TRUE 0
NO BUGGY OPERATION 3



TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

2007

VIOLATIONS FILED MALES | FEMALES| TOTAL
Speed, over the limits/unreasonable for conditions 167 107 274
No valid operator's license/Expired license 22 6 28
Driving under Court/FRA suspension/BMV suspension 8 0 8
Driving while intoxicated/under influence of substance 12 5 17
Prohibited concentration/BAC/UAC 13 5 18
Reckless Operation Private or Public/W/O Due Regard/Willful or Wanton 5 1 6
Failure to yield right of way/Stop Sign/Turning Lett/Private Dr./Intersection/Red

Flashers/Pedestrian 21 15 36
Assured Clear distance ahead 44 26 70
Operating w/excessive Passengers 2 1 3
Improper starting/turning/passing/backing/Failed to Signal Pass 8 1 9
Unlicensed vehicle/improper registration/Expired Plates 3 3 6
Seat belt 27 12 39
Fleeing and Eluding Police officer 1 0 1
Physical control 1 0 1
Failure to control 43 24 67
Driving left of center 3 0 3
Excessive noise; Loud Muffler/Exhaust 0 0 0
Improper lane usage/Lanes of travel 13 4 17
Failed to stop for stopped school bus/improper passing 0 0 0
Motor vehicle violations/No Motor Cycle Endorsement/Dirtbike/Restrictions 1 0 1
Hit skip/leave scene of accident 1 0 1
Prohibited Snowmobile/ATV use 0 0 0
No Registration of Snowmobile/ATV/MC 2 0 2
Disobeyed Traffic Signal or Device 14 9 23
(No Plates; front, back or both/Improper Display of Validation Sticker 1 1 2
Failure to Reinstate 0 0 0
Furnish False Info to Police Officer to Avoid Citation 0 0 0
Driving on wrong side of divided highway/One Way Street/Exit Ramp 1 0 1
Failure to dim headlights 0 0 0
Failure to use headlights/One headlight/Lighted lights required 3 1 4
Drag Racing 1 0 1
Littering 3 0 3
No License plate lights 1 0 1
Following too Closely 1 4 5
Violation Turn Signals 1 0 1
Driver allowing passenger to litter 1 0 1
Driving on Closed Road 0 0 0




TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS (Continued)

2007
VIOLATIONS FILED MALES | FEMALES| TOTAL
Failed to Drive on Right half of Roadway 2
Insecure Load/Extend Load-No Red Light or Flag 0
Prohibition-Operating Non Motor Vehicle on Roadway 0
Failed to Stop at Stop Sign/Red Light 17

Passed in a No Passing Zone/Passed on Double Yellow Line

Operated a vessel with out OBEC training

Operated a vessel with no regristration

Altered License Plate/Temporary Tag/Fictitious Plates-Registration

Helmet & Goggles required

Failure to Stop

[No Tail Lights

Short Cutting on Private Property/Intersection

Obstruction of View/Interfering with view or control of driver

Driver allowing person to ride/hang on outside of moving vehicle/Did ride on outside of moving
vehicle

Too many people in front seat of pick-up truck/car

Tinted Windows too dark/Non transparent material on window

Driving on Temporary Permit w/o a Licensed Driver

Operated a M/V with Number of Former Owner

Blue Lights

Failure to Yield to Public Safety Vehicle

Drove in a Hazardous Zone

Slow Speed-Impeding Traffic

Reflector's Required

Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle

Failure to Comply with Police Order

[No Operator's License on Person/Operator's License Required

Fictitious Driver's License

Curfew Violation on Temporary Permit

[No Turn on Red

[No Parking on the Highway
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Tickets Transferred in from Other Court 13 21
TOTALS 461 245 706
TICKETS WITH 2 CHARGES FILED 19 7 26
TICKETS WITH 3 CHARGES FILED 9 1 10
TICKETS WITH 4 CHARGES FILED 0 0 0
TICKETS WITH 5 CHARGES FILED 0 0 0




MOVING OFFENSES

MALES FEMALES
1st Offense 263 171
2nd Offense 64 28
3rd Offense 17 1
4th or more Offense 4 0
TOTAL 348 200

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 4510.31, a probationary license revocation for one
year results if a juvenile commits three moving violations before the age of 18. The Bureau
of Motor Vehicles may impose a ninety-day license suspension, in addition to other
requirements, if a juvenile commits two moving violations before the age of 18. This table
shows the number of traffic moving violations the Court adjudicated in 2007.

In 2007, the Court adjudicated 548 moving violations a decrease of 28 moving violations or
4.9% less than the number of moving violations the Court adjudicated in 2006. In 2007, 348
or 63.5% of these moving violations were committed by males and 200 or 36.5% of these
moving violations were committed by females. The number of moving violations filed
against males increased by 1.5% while the number of moving violations filed against females
decreased by 14.2%.

This table also breaks down the traffic moving violations into whether the violation was a
first, second, third or fourth offense. In 2007, 79.2% of the moving violations adjudicated
were for a first offense; 16.8% of the moving violations adjudicated were for a second
offense; and 4.0% of the moving violations adjudicated were for a third or more offense.
These figures reflect a slight increase in the recidivism rate for traffic offenders compared to
2006 in which 20.0% of all moving violations were for a second or more offense and 3.3% of
all moving violations were for a third or more offense.



JUVENILE TRAFFIC FINES
2007 DISTRIBUTION

In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court collected fines totaling $45,496.88, which was
a decrease of $2,020.79 or 4.3% less than the total fines the Court collected in 2006.
Juvenile traffic cases accounted for 65.6% or $29,844.88 of the total fines collected. Fines
collected in all other Juvenile Court cases totaled $15,652.00.

The Court distributes fines collected in juvenile traffic cases to various political
subdivisions based on a formula established by the Ohio Revised Code. This formula is based on
the particular provision of the Ohio Revised Code that was violated and the jurisdiction of the
arresting officer. In 2007, the Court distributed a total of $28,854.88 to various political
subdivisions pursuant to this formula. The Court collected an additional $990.00 for seat belt
violations. The Court distributes all seat belt fines to the State of Ohio. The Court distributed
juvenile traffic fines as follows:

Geauga County Law Library $12,659.44
State of Ohio $4,526.00
Geauga County General Fund $4,063.15
Geauga County Highway Fund $3,669.94
Chester Township $2,157.50
Bainbridge Township $1,152.50
Geauga County Motor Vehicle Reg. Fund $883.85
Russell Township $542.50
Thompson Township $177.50
Other Townships/Outside Geauga County $12.50

TOTAL $29,844.88



JUVENILE TRAFFIC CASES FILED

SOURCE OF COMPLAINT
2007

COMPLAINT BY TOTAL
SHERIFF'S DEPT. 121
BAINBRIDGE P.D. 47
BURTON P.D. 7
CHARDON P.D. 52
CHESTER P.D. 102
GEAUGA PARK DIST 0
MIDDLEFIELD P.D. 29
OHIO ST. PATROL 158
RUSSELL P.D. 24
S. RUSSELL P.D. 41
THOMPSON P.D. 3
TRANSFERRED IN/OTHER 13
TOTAL 597




TOBACCO-UNDERAGE SMOKER CASES FILED
2007

Ohio Revised Code Section 2151.87 prohibits persons under age 18 from:

1) Using, consuming, or possessing cigarettes;

2) Purchasing or attempting to purchase cigarettes, other tobacco products,
or papers used to roll cigarettes;

3) Order, pay for, or share the cost of the same; and

4) Except in limited circumstances, accept or receive cigarettes, other

tobacco products, or papers used to roll cigarettes;

unless accompanied by a parent, spouse who is at least age 18 or legal guardian.

This provision is in addition to existing village or city ordinances with similar prohibitions.
In 2007, 36 tobacco offenses were filed, an increase of 24 cases or 200.0% from 2006.

CASES FILED
AGE MALES FEMALES TOTAL

10

11

12 0 0 0

13 0 0 0

14 3 2 5

15 0 3 3

16 10 3 13

17 12 3 15

TOTAL 25 11 36
ISSUING POLICE DEPARTMENTS

Bainbridge Township PD Burton Village PD 1
Chagrin Falls PD City of Chardon PD 10
Chester Township PD Geauga County Sheriff
Geauga Park District Middlefield Village PD 19
Newbury Township PD Ohio State Patrol
Punderson State Park Russell Township PD 6
South Russell Village PD Thompson Township PD
Boardman PD State Patrol




TOBACCO-UNDERAGE SMOKERS
CASES FILED and DISPOSITIONS 2007

CASELOAD ACTIVITY CURRENT MONTH YEAR TO DATE
TOTAL NEW CASES 36
CASES DISPOSED 30
SEX: MALES 19

FEMALES 11
AGE: 10 0
11 0
12 0
13 0
14 3
15 4
16 12
17 11
18 0
DISPOSITIONS
FINE 27
COSTS 27
WAIVED 26
LICENSE SUSPENSION 0
SMOKING EDUCATION PROGRAM 1
COMMUNITY SERVICE 0
PROBATION 0
WRITE RESEARCH PAPER/ESSAY 0
EXPUNGED/DIVERTED 0
COSTS WAIVED 3
DISMISSED 3
ADMONISHED 0
ADMISSION TO: JUDGE 0
MAGISTRATE 1
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PROBATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Geauga County Juvenile Court’s services to youthful offenders and their families
emphasizes a commitment to meeting the needs of adjudicated delinquent and unruly children and
juvenile traffic offenders within the community. With the support of the Youth Services Subsidy
Program, the Court has been able to develop a variety of programs that enhance the continuum of
services for juveniles and their families within Geauga County.

JUVENILE PROBATION DEPARTMENT

The Probation Department is the primary service provider for the Juvenile Court.
The department is staffed by the Chief Probation Officer, the Intake Officer, three Probation
Officers, a Restitution/Community Service Coordinator, and the Intensive Supervision Monitor.

The Chief Probation Officer manages the Probation Department and the statistical and
programmatic components of related grant programs. The Chief Probation Officer provides
guidance and instruction to professional direct service staff and acts as a liaison between the Court
and various community and law enforcement agencies.

The Intake Officer reviews all complaints to determine eligibility for diversion. The Intake
Officer also handles both the pre-dispositional and post-dispositional hearing briefings with the
juvenile and the juvenile’s parents and any related dispositional follow-up. The Intake Officer also
coordinates the Court’s Diversion Program.

The probation staff manages a caseload of youthful offenders and is responsible for
ensuring compliance with court orders, assessing client needs, initiating referrals to appropriate
resource agencies and maintaining related documentation.

The Restitution/Community Service Officer investigates any acts of delinquency and
juvenile traffic offenses that involve damages to persons or property, monitors compliance with
court-ordered restitution and community service, assists assigned offenders in locating and
completing court-ordered community service, and maintains documentation and statistical
information that pertains to these matters. The Restitution/Community Service Officer also
coordinates the Court’s volunteer bailiffs program.

The Intensive Supervision Monitor provides an additional layer of daily monitoring of
those juvenile offenders identified to be at the greatest risk of reoffending.

Each youth who is placed on probation is required to follow the rules of probation.
These rules establish the parameters of acceptable behavior for the probationer. These rules are
enforced by the probation officer, and if necessary, formal complaints for probation violations are
filed. The Geauga County Juvenile Court has three probation officers to cover the entire County.
Each probationer is seen by his/her probation officer approximately twice per month either at the
Court, at school, at home or at work.



Probation caseloads are geographically assigned by the probationer’s school district of
residence.

A probation officer’s average caseload decreased from 30.3 cases on January 1, 2007 to 25
cases on December 31, 2007.

The probation staff manages cases by utilizing the YO-LSI risk assessment-scoring tool.
Minimal contact and length of probation requirements have been established in conjunction with
the various levels scored by the YO-LSI. Goals are set and approaches that will be utilized to
assist in goal attainment are documented. Cases are reviewed every 90 days to monitor progress
and risk of recidivism. Probation officers find the YO-LSI to be a useful tool to monitor their
clients effectively.

The Court has a fee policy to recoup some of the costs associated with providing probation
services. These fees include a flat $100.00 fee for probation services; a $3.24 per diem rate for
electronic monitoring; and the cost of a positive drug test. The Court pays these fees into the
Juvenile Recovery Fund, which the Court uses to provide or enhance services for probationers and
support the probation department.

The Court reduced the per diem for electronic monitoring by upgrading equipment and
utilizing a web-based communication format. The Court also reduced the costs of drug tests by
utilizing a regional lab.

The Probation Department hosted two professional forums for community resource
personnel. One forum addressed Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder and the other forum covered
Project Penalty Awareness courtesy of the United States Probation and Pre-Trial Services,
Northeast Ohio.

The probation staff began utilizing the web-based teaching system developed by the
University of Cincinnati for DYS to assist in data collection for specifically designated Subsidy
Grant/Reclaim funded programs. Probation staff also participated in the University of Cincinnati’s
research effort collaborating with DYS regarding the development of a uniform risk assessment
tool.

During the year, the Court’s volunteer bailiffs dedicated 965 hours of service to the Court.
The Court recognized the volunteer bailiffs at the annual volunteer bailiff recognition dinner held
in April.

On January 1, 2007, the probation department’s caseload was 91 cases. During the year,
the Court placed 75 juveniles on probation, a decrease of 14 juveniles or 15.7% from 2006. 68.0%
of the juveniles who were placed on probation were males and 32.0% were females. 17 juveniles
who were placed on probation attended the Chardon School District. The next highest number of
probationers attended Kenston (10) and West Geauga (10).

Juveniles may be placed on probation for committing either delinquent, unruly or traffic
offenses. Of the 75 juveniles the Court placed on probation in 2007, 73.3% committed a



delinquency offense and 26.7% committed an unruly offense. Of the new probationers who had
committed a delinquency offense, 48 or 87.3% committed a misdemeanor offense and 7 or 12.7%
committed a felony.

During 2007, the Court terminated 91 juveniles from probation. 75 probation cases were
carried over into 2008. Therefore, the total number of active probation cases decreased by 17.6%
during the year. Probationers served an average of 11.2 months on probation.

THE DIVERSION PROGRAM

The Geauga County Juvenile Court implemented a diversion program in March 1994.
Generally, this program is designed for first time non-violent misdemeanor offenders and first-time
unruly offenders with the exception of runaway episodes that exceed 24 hours in length.
The Intake Officer, who determines if a juvenile is an appropriate referral to the program, initially
screens candidates for the Diversion Program. A Diversion Staffing Committee reviews each
potential diversion matter on a case-by-case basis. The Diversion Staffing Committee determines
whether or not each matter referred to the committee is diverted or handled by official court action
after careful consideration of: (1) the degree and category of the alleged offense; (2) the age of the
alleged perpetrator; (3) prior court or agency involvement of the juvenile; (4) the circumstances
surrounding the alleged incident; (5) the victim’s input or impact, if applicable; (6) the input of law
enforcement personnel and school authorities, if applicable; and (7) the attitudes of the alleged
perpetrator and parents/guardians toward the alleged offense and diversion.

Participation in the Diversion Program is voluntary on the part of both the parents and the
juvenile. A formal complaint will be filed if requested from the parents, juvenile, referring agency
or the victim. Once a formal complaint has been filed, diversion is not available as a plea bargain
or disposition option. Participation in the Diversion Program allows the alleged juvenile offense to
be addressed and resolved without the filing of a formal complaint, thus focusing the Court’s
resources more effectively and removing the stigma of a juvenile record from the reconciliation
process. Diversion alternatives include a referral to probation staff; a warning letter; a
mediation/inquiry conference between the juvenile, parent/guardian, the Intake Officer, and any
other individuals pertinent to the matter, such as the victim, school officials, Restitution
Coordinator, Victim-Witness Program Coordinator, etc.; a tour of the Portage-Geauga Detention
Center; referrals to community resource agencies; behavioral contracts; letter of apology; and
restitution.

The Geauga County Juvenile Court’s Diversion Program is a practical application of Ohio
Juvenile Rule of Procedure 9(A), which provides that “in all appropriate cases formal court action
should be avoided and other community resources utilized to ameliorate situations brought to the
attention of the court.” Ohio Juvenile Rule of Procedure 9 (B) provides further that “information
that a child is within the court’s jurisdiction may be informally screened prior to the filing of a
complaint to determine whether the filing of a complaint is in the best interest of the child and the
public.” The philosophy behind the rule is that formal court action should be a last resort in
addressing juvenile problems. Diversion further supports research findings that indicate that low-
risk offenders benefit more from less attention in the legal system. By diverting lower risk youths
from the formal system, the Court is better able to direct limited staff and financial resources to



more high risk, chronic and serious offenders.

Local police departments, school officials, parents/guardians, Court personnel, and other
individuals make referrals to the Diversion Program. In 2007, 120 cases were referred to the
Diversion Program. Local police departments made 84 or 70.0% of referrals to the program.
Parents/guardians made 5 referrals to the program. School officials made 29 referrals to the
program. Other complaint sources made 2 referrals to the program.

In 2007, the Court diverted 102 cases, 55 delinquency cases and 47 unruly cases. The
Court diverted 44 or 30.1% fewer cases in 2007 than in 2006. One case involved a juvenile who
was referred to the program for a second time. Formal charges were filed in 11 cases referred to
the Diversion Program.

The 102 charges the Court diverted in 2007 included: 47 unruly child charges; 8 petty theft
charges; 3 criminal damaging/mischief charges; 7 criminal trespass charges; 8 disorderly conduct
charges; 22 prohibition charges; one menacing charge; and 6 other offenses.

The Court utilized the following diversion tracts: 49 conferences; 50 warning letters; 13
letters of apology; 32 essays; 3 agency referrals; 3 victim mediations; 4 counseling evaluations; 19
Early Warning/Turning Point program referrals; 5 restitution requirements; 16 school reports; 11
work assignments; and 7 other resolutions.

EARLY TRUANCY INTERVENTION PROGRAM

In 2002, the Court initiated the Early Truancy Intervention Program, which is a
collaborative diversion tactic involving the Geauga County Educational Services Center, the
Geauga County Department of Job & Family Services and the Court. The Early Truancy
Intervention Program targets youths in grades kindergarten through six who are exhibiting school
attendance problems. Youths and their parents or guardians are provided an opportunity to resolve
school attendance issues without the stigma of a formal Court filing. All parties participate in a
multisystems conference, which helps troubleshoot the underlying causes of the attendance
problem. A memorandum of understanding is formulated outlining a plan involving all parties.
The Early Truancy Intervention Program also provides service brokerage, and conditions as
outlined and agreed upon are monitored.

In 2007, one child participated in the program.



JUVENILE PROBATION DEPARTMENT

CASE LOAD REPORT
2007
JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV | DEC [TOTAL
CARRY OVER or | 87 | 89 | 8 | 8§ | & | & | B | B | B | & | T
NEW CASES
MALES| 4 7 2 4 0 6 7 2 9 S 0 31
FEMALES| 0 2 2 2 l 2 3 | 5 3 l 24
TOTAL| 4 9 4 6 8 10 3 14 8 | 75
TERMINATIONS
MALES| 7 7 2 4 6 3 8 3 3 11 3 63
FEMALES| 1 0 3 3 3 1 4 2 2 2 0 26
TOTAL| & 7 S 1 9 4 12113 5 5 13 3 91
CARRIED OVER 87 | 89 | 8 | 87 | & | 82 | W [ 5| BB )| 8 | TT | 15




NEW PROBATION ASSIGNMENTS BY RESIDENCE OF OFFENDER
(BY SCHOOL DISTRICT)

2007

RESIDENCE

MALES

FEMALES

TOTAL

BERKSHIRE

CARDINAL

CHAGRIN FALLS

CHARDON

17

KENSTON

10

LEDGEMONT

NEWBURY

WEST GEAUGA

OTHER (COUNTY RESIDENT)

OUTSIDE GEAUGA COUNTY

NOT ENROLLED

TOTAL

51

24

75




INTENSIVE SUPERVISION PROGRAM

The Intensive Supervision Program is one aspect of the Court’s commitment to hold
juvenile offenders accountable for their actions. This program is funded entirely by the Subsidy
Grant. Youths who are considered to be at high risk of reoffending, particularly felony offenders,
are provided intensive community-based supervision as part of a comprehensive probation
program. Community protection, client accountability, and treatment issues are addressed in a
balanced manner. The intensive probation status can be either court ordered or implemented by
probation staff.

The program consists of four phases and usually lasts between six and eight weeks.
Phase One is a total restriction of activity with a high degree of monitoring from the Intensive
Supervision Monitor. Phase Two permits a curfew. Phase Three gives the youth increased
responsibility for behavior management. Phase Four returns the youth to traditional probation
expectations with the responsibility of monitoring activity returned to the parents.

The Intensive Supervision Monitor randomly checks the child’s compliance with each
phase of the program by visiting the youth at home, at school, and in the community unannounced,
and often during nontraditional working hours. The Intensive Supervision Monitor keeps Court
staff updated regarding the child’s adjustment and accountability issues, and is the key player in
this component of the service continuum. If the child fails to abide by any of the rules of the
program, Court personnel may file a violation of Court order or violation of probation charge with
the potential consequences including an extension of intensive supervision, loss of program
privileges, electronically monitored house arrest, and/or placement in the Portage-Geauga Juvenile
Detention Center.

In 2007, the Intensive Supervision Program served 41 juveniles, a decrease of 6 juveniles
or 12.8% compared to 2006 statistics. 33 juveniles were assigned to the Intensive Supervision
Program during the year. 32 cases were court-ordered and one case was referred by probation
staff. 29 or 87.9% of the new clients were adjudicated delinquent for acts that would be classified
as misdemeanor offenses if committed by an adult and 2 or 6.0% of the new clients were
adjudicated delinquent for acts that would be classified as felonies if committed by an adult. 2 or
6.0% of the new clients were unruly offenders.

24 or 72.7% of the program referents were males. 9 or 27.3% of the program referents
were females. 5 or 15.2% of the program referents were minorities.

The intensive supervision caseload averaged 5.7 cases per month. Participants in the
program remained on intensive supervision for an average of 58.9 days. In 2007, the Court
terminated 36 cases from the program. 30 terminations or 83.3% were successful and 6
terminations or 16.7% were unsuccessful (AWOL or new charge filed). 5 cases were carried over
into 2008.



ELECTRONIC MONITORING PROGRAM

The Court contracts with BI, Inc. to provide electronic monitoring surveillance to those
offenders court-ordered into the program. This program is funded entirely by the Subsidy Grant.
Electronic monitoring is a community-based alternative to detention for those juvenile offenders
who are identified to be at a high risk to recidivate. Youths ordered into the program wear an ankle
bracelet that monitors their whereabouts 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. The Court orders
program participants to pay the per diem rate for the monitoring service. The Intensive Supervision
Monitor maintains contact with the youth and the electronic surveillance provider to ensure
compliance.

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 2152.19 (A)(4)(k), a judge may place an
adjudicated delinquent child on community control that includes a period of electronic monitoring
without house arrest or electronically monitored house arrest that does not exceed the maximum
sentence of imprisonment that could be imposed upon an adult who commits the same act.

The period of electronically monitored house arrest may not extend beyond the child’s twenty-first
birthday.

A juvenile ordered into electronically monitored house arrest is required to enter into a
written contract with the Court in which the juvenile: (1) agrees to comply with all restrictions and
requirements imposed by the Court; (2) agrees to pay any fee imposed by the Court; and (3) agrees
to waive the right to receive credit for any time served on electronically monitored house arrest
toward the period of any other dispositional order imposed upon the juvenile for the act for which
the dispositional order of electronically monitored house arrest was imposed, if the juvenile
violates any of the restrictions or requirements of the order of electronically monitored house
arrest.

In 2007, 31 youths were served by the electronic monitoring component of the Intensive
Supervision Program. 19 or 70.4% of the juveniles the Court ordered into the program were males
and 8 or 29.6% were females. All of these individuals were also ordered into the Intensive
Supervision Program. 23 or 85.2% of the juveniles who were served by electronic monitoring
were adjudicated delinquent for acts that would be classified as a misdemeanor if committed by an
adult. 2 or 7.4% of the juveniles who were served by electronic monitoring were adjudicated
delinquent for acts that would be classified as a felony if committed by an adult. 2 or 7.4% of the
juveniles who were served by electronic monitoring were unruly offenders. The average monthly
caseload on electronic monitoring was 4.3 clients.

The Court terminated 26 juveniles from electronic monitoring. 21 terminations or 80.8%
were for successful completion of the program and 5 terminations or 19.2% were unsuccessful
(AWOL or a new charge filed). 5 juveniles remained on electronic monitoring as of January 1,
2008. Juveniles averaged 57.5 days in the electronic monitoring program.



COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK PROGRAM

The Geauga County Juvenile Court operates a combined Community Service and
Restitution Program that is funded entirely by a portion of the Ohio Department of Youth Services
Subsidy Grant. The Geauga County Juvenile Court holds juveniles accountable to the victims of
their delinquent acts through financial restitution with monetary payments or symbolic restitution
through the performance of community service work. The goals of the programs are: (1) to
increase public safety by reducing recidivism; (2) to hold juveniles accountable to their victims;
and (3) to provide a sense of justice as well as damages for the victims of juvenile crime.

Juvenile offenders may be ordered to perform a set number of hours of work in the
community as part of their dispositions. Community service work may be performed at churches,
schools, fire stations, police departments, animal shelters, and other public and private not-for-
profit agencies. The program also provides services to senior citizens who request assistance with
routine home maintenance.

While youths are typically allowed to develop their own “independent” worksites, the
program maintains a list of available worksites and monitors the worksites. In addition, the
program organizes supervised work crews. Supervised crews work on larger projects, typically at
public agencies, and are scheduled on Saturdays during the entire year and on two weekdays and
Saturdays during the summer. The program also provides a service learning component which
consists of a five-part series entitled “Get A Job”.

In 2007, 298 new cases were assigned community service work compared to 277 cases in
2006, an increase of 7.6%. 85 community service cases were carried over into 2007. 205 or
68.8% of the juveniles ordered to perform community service were males and 93 or 31.2% were
females. 304 youths completed their assigned hours. 2 youths were terminated unsuccessfully
from the program.

In 2007, youths performed a total of 8,688 hours of community service work, which was an
increase of 250 hours worked or 3.0% more than the total number of hours worked in 2006. Of the
total community service hours worked in 2007, 2,848 hours or 32.8% were performed on the
supervised work teams and 5,840 hours or 67.2% were worked at various independent worksites.
A total of 523 worksites were utilized, 223 supervised worksites and 300 independent worksites.

COMMUNITY SERVICE CLIENT PROFILE

GENDER AGE OFFENSE TYPE
Males 14 years old or less - 42 | Delinquency 256
205
Females 15 years old - 39 | Unruly 12
93
16 years old - 98 | Traffic 30
17 years old - 102
18 years old - 17




COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM
CASE FLOW AND WORK PERFORMED

CASE FLOW JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV | DEC |TOTAL
CARRY OVER 85 89 82 94 104 91 82 73 65 65 81 81 ook
NEW CASES 28 18 35 33 17 17 34 29 16 32 22 17 298
SUCCESSFUL TERMINATIONS| 24 24 23 23 29 26 43 37 16 16 22 19 302
VACATED ORDERS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
[UNSUCCESSFUL TERMINATIONS 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
CARRIED OVER 89 82 94 104 91 82 73 65 65 81 81 79 ok

COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK| JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV | DEC |TOTAL
SUPERVISED HOURS 168 176 | 208 128 152 | 392 | 688 | 376 128 120 128 184 | 2,848
INDEPENDENT HOURS 360 | 688 | 528 [ 396 | 704 | 368 693 675 320 | 320 | 424 | 364 | 5,840
TOTAL 528 864 | 736 [ 524 | 856 | 760 | 1,381 ] 1,051 | 448 | 440 | 552 | 548 | 8,688
WORKSITES USED JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY [ JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT [ NOV | DEC |TOTAL
SUPERVISED 10 13 16 9 12 31 46 35 13 15 11 12 223
INDEPENDENT 18 28 23 26 38 24 39 27 16 15 21 25 300
TOTAL WORKSITES 28 41 39 35 50 55 85 62 29 30 32 37 523




RESTITUTION SERVICES

The Restitution Program is intended to hold juveniles accountable for their actions by
ordering them to pay restitution to the victims of their acts of juvenile delinquency or traffic
offenses. The Program Coordinator investigates the alleged offense in regard to the impact on the
victim and makes a report to the Judge or Magistrate that is considered in making the disposition.
The Program Coordinator also monitors and assists in the collection of restitution orders.
The Program Coordinator establishes payment schedules, and the Court’s accounts receivable
billing system is used to track payments and to send statements to clients. The program enhances
the enforcement of restitution orders, increases the certainty and timeliness of payments to victims,
and improves the Court’s ability to monitor restitution payments.

In 2007, the Court made 55 restitution orders (48 males and 7 females). 47 new restitution
orders were for property offenses, 3 orders were for personal injuries, 2 orders were for traffic
offenders, and 3 orders were for other reasons.

In 2007, the Court terminated 57 restitution orders. 52 terminations were for completed
restitution payments, and 5 terminations resulted from the Court’s vacation of the restitution order.
No terminations were unsuccessful. The Court vacates restitution orders either when it is
determined that no restitution is owed, an insurance company pays the amount owed in full, or the
victim does not respond to the Court’s correspondence. 23 cases were carried over in 2008.

In 2007, the Court collected and paid victims a total of $22,578.45 in restitution, an
increase of 22.8% over the previous year.



RESTITUTION PROJECT
CASE FLOW AND COLLECTIONS

OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL

||COLLECTION CASES JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT
CARRIED OVER 25 25 25 24 31 31 26 28 30 25 26 26 ok
NEW CASES 3 4 4 8 5 4 7 5 4 7 3 55
SUCCESSFUL TERMINATIONS 3 4 4 9 5 3 5 3 7 3 52
VACATED ORDERS 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 5
[UNSUCCESSFUL TERMINATIONS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ICARRIED OVER 5 [ 25 | 4 | 3 31 [ 26 | 28 | 30 [ 25 | 26 | 26 | 23 |
COLLECTIONS JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL
2007 [$1.905.24[84.499.79[52,833.58] $1,088.13] $362.50[85,509.33]$1,113.61]$1,050.4651.947.00] $841.50 $640.63] $786.59]$22,578 45




G CASA for KIDS of Geauga County T
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K 470 Center Street Building 6-C e 3
. Chardon, OH 44024 (2
CASA/GAL Telephone 440-279-1699 % Qi )
COURT APPOIMTED SPOCIAL ADWOCATES Fax 440.285.2305 e-mail Casa@co.geauga.Oh.US ‘:"q,%vc“ﬁ_
2007 YEAR END REPORT

January 2007 marked the ten year anniversary of CASA for KIDS from the time the program first began
assigning CASAs as the GALs. The total number of children served by the program is 658 (between 120 to 140
kids each year). The total number of community volunteers who have served as a CASA/GAL is 173. Ninety-
eight percent of all cases referred to the program by the court were served by a CASA volunteer.

In 2007, CASA for KIDS was successful in meeting the program’s mission: “fo advocate for the best interests
of abused, neglected and dependent children who enter the juvenile court system”. The program assigned a
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) to every child or sibling group the Court referred to the program.
Forty-eight new children were served this year; Thirty-one children were abuse, neglect and/or dependency

cases and seventeen children were unruly or delinquency cases.

Sixty-four volunteers plus the two CASA Supervisors served a total of 120 children. The volunteers contributed
5,438 hours of service. According to the Independent Sector Organization, the 2006 estimated dollar value of
volunteer time in the United States was $18.77. Therefore, the in-kind contribution from the CASA volunteers
was $ 102,071.

The following is a breakdown of gender, age and ethnicity of the children served:

Gender Age Range Ethnicity
Male — 62 birth to 5 — 31 Caucasian - 111
Female — 64 6tol11-42 African American - 5
12-17 —45 Bi-racial - 8
18 -8 Do not know - 2

The following is a breakdown of gender, age range and education level of the volunteer advocates:

Gender Age Range Education Level

Male — 13 25-29-0 High School — 4

Female — 51 30-39-5 Some College — 11
40-49 — 12 College Grad — 30
50-59 -19 Post-Grad — 17
60+-25

Twenty-two new volunteers joined the program through application, references, interview and 32 hours of pre-
service training.

One full-time and one part-time CASA Supervisor provided the supervision of the advocates (the volunteer
liaison provided assistance). The program is in compliance with over 400 required state and national standards.

CASA for KIDS re-structured two positions in March 2007 to better meet the program’s needs. A Program
Administrator with business and computer skills was hired half-time to be responsible for tasks related to data



collection, grant management, standards requirements for National and State CASA Associations, development
and review of program policies and procedures, program evaluation and other special projects.

The CASA Program Director moved from part-time to full-time to return to the direct supervision of CASA
volunteers. Also, a new Volunteer Liaison was hired after the extended absence of the former person in this
position.

The Geauga County Commissioners provided 75% of the CASA program funding, with 25% provided by a
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant through the Ohio Attorney General’s office. The Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services provided reimbursement for pre-service training costs. Friends of CASA contributed funds
for advocate training and appreciation, public relations and enrichment activities for the children served.

In March, Friends of CASA sponsored their third annual fundraising event; 4 Beary Good Time. This was a
Saturday morning brunch for adults and children with fun activities and raffles. Two hundred and twenty people
attended.

In July, Friends of CASA collaborated with Help Me Grow to sponsor the first Child Safety Day. This
indoor / outdoor event was held at the Notre Dame High School campus. Admission was free for families. The
fair featured many activities and demonstrations by law enforcement, fire departments, the park district etc...
and other agencies, such as safety town, fire safety. Sponsorships by several companies covered the cost of the
event and provided some revenue.

Friends of CASA provided the fiscal administration for a grant submitted by the CASA Program Director to
ATO Charities, a local foundation. The purpose of this grant was to provide start up funds to establish the
Parent Project Jr., a national evidenced based parenting program. Two six weeks sessions were held in January
and May. The CASA Program Director donated time outside of work to coordinate the children’s program and
purchase supplies needed from the grant funds.

Friends of CASA paid tribute to ten years of serving children by hosting a volunteer appreciation dinner at
Chagrin Valley Athletic Club in September, for all past and current volunteer advocates, Friends of CASA board
members, staff and directors along with the original founding CASA Board of Directors.

Comments were provided by Rev. Don Grauer, an original board member, Stephanie Weembhoff, the first
director, and Mary Samide, County Commissioner. A keynote address was provided by Judith Wood of
Bellflower Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse. Dorothy Cheeks and Cathy Lawrence were recognized as
the Volunteer Advocates of the Year.

Friends of CASA paid for twenty-four advocates to attend the two-day Ohio CASA/GAL Association
Conference in Columbus, Ohio in September. They expended more than 10 thousand dollars for volunteer
training, recognition and support and over 15 thousand dollars for enrichment activities (i.e. camp, art lessons,
tutoring) for the children served by CASA.

Friends also continued to send the annual appeal letter in December to approximately 5200 homes. These
activities provide much public awareness of CASA.

Goals for 2008:
1. Re-evaluate and update recruitment materials and strategies.
2. Explore grants and other opportunities to expand resources for the program.
3. Develop and provide more ongoing CASA role specific training for the volunteers.

Submitted by,
Chris Steigerwald, M.Ed, LSW, Program Director
Beth Frey, Program Administrator



SUBSIDY GRANT PROGRAM

In 1995, the Reclaim Ohio initiative was implemented throughout the State of Ohio in an effort to
decrease the overcrowded conditions in Ohio Department of Youth Services (ODYYS) institutions, and to
encourage the development of community-based programs to serve adjudicated delinquents, unrulies and
juvenile traffic offenders. Each county receives an allocation of funds based on the number of youths
adjudicated for a delinquent act that would be classified as a felony, if committed by an adult, which is
reduced by the number of DYS bed days utilized the previous fiscal year. In 1997, the Reclaim Ohio
Program was consolidated with the 510 Subsidy Program into the Subsidy Grant Program. The Reclaim
Ohio allocation was redefined as variable funds.

The Court uses the Subsidy Grant to provide community-based programming for children
involved with the Court system. In 2007, 112 youths were served by Geauga County’s Subsidy Grant
programs, including 41 youths in the monitoring/surveillance program, 40 youths in residential
placements, and 31 youths in the substance abuse program. 30 cases were carried over from 2006 and 82
cases were new referrals.

In 2007, the Court terminated 93 cases from Subsidy Grant variable funds programs. 69 cases or
74.2% of the total terminations were classified as successful terminations. 13 cases or 14.0% of the total
terminations were classified as unsuccessful terminations. 11 cases or 11.8% of the total terminations
were classified as neutral/other terminations. 82.2% of the juveniles who participated in Subsidy Grant
variable funds programs in 2007 were adjudicated delinquent for committing a misdemeanor offense;
8.0% committed a felony offense; 8.0% were adjudicated for an unruly offense; 0.9% were adjudicated
for a traffic offense; and 0.9% were at-risk youths.

57 youths were eligible for three-month follow-up. Of these 57 youths, 41 or 71.9% did not
recidivate within three months of their terminations from their respective programs.



RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
FRANK G. LAVRICH YOUTH CENTER

The Geauga Youth Center opened in 1976, beginning as a group home for females, and
evolving into a home operated by the Juvenile Court for males and females. In May 1989, the Geauga
County Juvenile Court began providing residential services at the facility located on Aquilla Road in
Claridon Township, which was named the Frank G. Lavrich Youth Center by the Geauga County
Commissioners in honor of Geauga County Juvenile Court Judge Frank G. Lavrich. The program
provided both therapeutic residential treatment and shorter-term respite care. Since October 2001, the
Youth Center was operated as a collaborative effort between the Juvenile Court, Ravenwood Mental
Health Center, and the Geauga County Family First Council.

During 2007, the Court worked closely with Ravenwood Mental Health Center and the
Geauga County Board of Mental Health & Recovery Services to plan for an orderly transition of
administration of the Youth Center to Ravenwood Mental Health Center. Effective on January 1,
2008, the administration of the Youth Center transferred to Ravenwood.

In 2007, 2,774 bed days were utilized, 1,870 days for males and 898 days for females. The
number of bed days used increased by 2.1% compared to 2006 statistics. 2,754 bed days were used
for the Therapeutic Program and 20 bed days were used for Respite Care.

In 2007, the Youth Center held 34 residents, 13 females and 21 males. 26 new residents were
admitted to the Youth Center and 27 residents were discharged. The average monthly census was
9.51 residents.
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PORTAGE-GEAUGA COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER

Geauga County shares the use of a juvenile detention facility, which is located at 8000
Infirmary Road, Ravenna, Ohio, with Portage County. The Detention Center, which opened in
1974, is operated and maintained by the Joint Board of County Commissioners from each County
and the Board of Trustees. The Detention Center has a maximum capacity of 46 residents and is
accredited by the American Correctional Association.

In 2007, the total Detention Center population was 439 residents, a decrease of 83 residents
or 15.9% from 2006. Geauga County placed a total of 177 residents in the Detention Center,
which was a decrease of 10 residents or 5.3% less than the 187 residents Geauga County placed in
the Detention Center in 2006. This figure represents a Geauga County placement rate of 40.3% of
the total population of the Detention Center. In 2007, the Geauga County Juvenile Court ordered
172 new placements and there were 5 carryover placements. 126 or 73.3% of the new residents
placed by Geauga County were males and 46 or 26.7% were females. Geauga County’s average
daily population was 4.69 residents in the Detention Center.

Geauga County residents used 1,713.03 or 21.30% of the total bed days utilized at the
Detention Center in 2007, which was a decrease of 27.4 bed days compared to 2006. However,
Geauga County’s utilization percentage increased from 16.04% in 2006 to 21.30% in 2007 because
of the overall decrease in population.

151 or 87.8% of the juveniles Geauga County placed were Caucasian and 14 or 8.1% were
African-American. 4 juveniles were bi-racial. 3 juveniles were of other races. 168 new detention
placements were for delinquency offenses and 4 were for unruly offenses.

152 or 90.5% of the new delinquency placements were for juveniles who committed an act
that would be classified as a misdemeanor if committed by an adult. 16 or 9.5% of the new
delinquency placements were for juveniles who committed an act that would be classified as a
felony if committed by an adult.

In 2007, the average daily length of stay for a juvenile Geauga County placed in the
Detention Center was 9.68 days. 68.61% of the juveniles Geauga County detained had a prior
placement in the Detention Center.



PORTAGE-GEAUGA COUNTY

JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER

Thomas J. Rehnert, Superintendent
Kristan L. Sears, Administrative Assistant

Richard P. Ashley, Detention Supervisor
William C. Fullum, Detention Supervisor

STATISTICS
I. DETENTION POPULATION: FY: 2007
Il
A. DETENTION POPULATION BY ADMISSIONS:
ADMISSION TOTAL 2007 CARRYOVER TOTAL 2006 TOTAL % OF TOTAL
PTGE | GEA ADMISSION PTGE | GEA CARRYOVER POPULATION POPULATION
MALES 188 126 314 15 5 76.1%
FEMALES 55 46 101 4 0 23.9%
UNKNOWNS 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
TOTAL 243 172 415 19 5 100.0%
B. AGE/AVERAGE: NEW ADMISSION
1. MALES FEMALES UNKNOWN COMBINED
16.18 16.44 0.00 16.25
AGE MALES TOTAL FEMALES TOTAL UNKNOWNS TOTAL TOTAL
PTGE | GEA MALES PTGE | GEA FEMALES PTGE | GEA UNKNOWNS
10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
12 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 3
13 9 3 12 7 1 8 0 0 0 20
14 25 35 60 5 0 5 0 0 0 65
15 37 29 66 14 6 20 0 0 0 86
16 42 17 59 14 11 25 0 0 0 84
17 64 40 104 12 27 39 0 0 0 143
18 4 2 6 3 0 3 0 0 0 9
NO AGE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
OVER 18 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
UNDER 10 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
TOTALS 188 126 314 55 46 101 0 0 0 415

8000 Infirmary Road, Ravenna, Ohio 44266-9432
(330) 297-5233

FAX (330) 297-1533
e-mail address: pgdetctr@portageco.com




C. RACE: NEW ADMISSION

STATISTICS

RACE GEAUGA | GEAUGA |GEAUGA%| PORTAGE | PORTAGE |PORTAGE %|TOTAL POP.f TOTAL
M F TOTAL POP M F TOTAL POP BY RACE % POP
CAUCASIAN 108 | 43 151 36.4% 150 45 195 47.0% 346 83.4%
AFRICAN AMERICAN 11 3 14 3.4% 30 8 38 9.2% 52 12.5%
ASIAN 2 0 2 0.5% 0 0 0 0.0% 2 0.5%
HISPANIC 1 0 1 0.2% 1 0 1 0.2% 2 0.5%
AMERICAN INDIAN 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
BI-RACIAL 4 0 4 1.0% 7 2 9 2.2% 13 3.1%
PACIFIC ISLANDER 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
OTHER 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
UNKNOWN RACE 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
UNKNOWN 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
TOTAL 126 | 46 172 41.4% 188 55 243 58.6% 415 100.0%
D. PORTAGE COUNTY JURISDICTION

Number of Portage % of PTGE Number of Total % ot Total

Admissions Population Population Admissions Population Population
MALES 188 243 77.37% 188 415 45.30%
FEMALES 55 243 22.63% 55 415 13.25%
UNKNOWNS 0 243 0.00% 0 415 0.00%
TOTAL 243 243 100.00% 243 415 58.55%

E. GEAUGA COUNTY JURISDICTION

Number of Geauga % of PTGE Number of Total % ot Total

Admissions Population Population Admissions Population Population
MALES 126 172 73.26% 126 415 30.36%
FEMALES 46 172 26.74% 46 415 11.08%
UNKNOWNS 0 172 0.00% 0 415 0.00%
TOTAL 172 172 100.00% 172 415 41.45%




STATISTICS

lll. CUSTODY STATUS
A. PORTAGE COUNTY: NEW ADMISSION

MALES FEMALES | UNKNOWNS TOTAL

Rel Det Status 0 1 1
Released 180 o1 231
Detain 1-90 4

Weekender

Detention Hearing

Joint Commitment

Pending Disposition Hearing

S Il Rl Bl F ol Rad L

1-90 Dys Evaluation

9. 1-90 X 2 Concurrent

10. 1-90 X 2 Consecutive

11. 1-90 Psych Evaluation

12.1-90 7 Day Review

13.1-90 X 3 Concurrent

14. 1-90 X 3 Consecutive

15. 1-90 Susp. 75

16. 1-90 Susp. 80

17.1-90 Susp. 83

18.1-90 Susp. 85

19. 1-90 Susp. 87

20. Held Pending Hearing

21. Pending Placement

22. Pending Adj. Hearing
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24.1-180

O|C|O|IO|IO|IO| |00 =000 |o|o|0o|Oo|o|o|o]|—=|Oo)|o

25. Unknown

(e} {en] [en]) fen] fen) fen) [en) (o) o] fen] fen] fen) [en] [en] [en] [en] fen] fen ] ) [en) fen ] fen] fen] fen ) [an) K an)

(ool en] [an] | )] fen) el Fn o) fen ] fen] fen ] fen) [en) o) [en] fen] fen) e} PN (e ] fan ) fan ] Nan)
N
C%OOI\)OO—\—\OOAOOOOOOO—\OOAO-B

N
oo
(&) ]
(&)

26. Total Portage




STATISTICS

B. PORTAGE COUNTY: CARRYOVER

MALES FEMALES | UNKNOWNS TOTAL
Rel Det Status 0 0 0
Released 15 19
Detain 1-90
Weekender

Detention Hearing

Joint Commitment

Pending Disposition Hearing

o Il B2l Al ol R ] e

1-90 Dys Evaluation
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10. 1-90 X 2 Consecutive

11. 1-90 Psych Evaluation

12.1-90 7 Day Review

13.1-90 X 3 Concurrent

14. 1-90 X 3 Consecutive

15. 1-90 Susp. 75

16. 1-90 Susp. 80

17. 1-90 Susp. 83

18. 1-90 Susp. 85

19. 1-90 Susp. 87

20. Held Pending Hearing

21. Pending Placement

22. Pending Adj. Hearing

23. Com to DYS
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STATISTICS

C. GEAUGA COUNTY: NEW ADMISSION

MALES FEMALES

UNKNOWNS

TOTAL

Rel Det Status

0
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STATISTICS

D. GEAUGA COUNTY: CARRY OVERS

MALES FEMALES | UNKNOWNS TOTAL
Rel Det Status 0 0 0
Released
Detain 1-90
Weekender

Detention Hearing

Joint Commitment

Pending Disposition Hearing

o Il Eo2d Al ol Rad ] e

1-90 Dys Evaluation

9. 1-90 X 2 Concurrent

10. 1-90 X 2 Consecutive

11. 1-90 Psych Evaluation

12.1-90 7 Day Review

13.1-90 X 3 Concurrent

14. 1-90 X 3 Consecutive

15.1-90 Susp. 75

16. 1-90 Susp. 80

17.1-90 Susp. 83

18. 1-90 Susp. 85

19.1-90 Susp. 87

20. Held Pending Hearing

21. Pending Placement

22. Pending Adj. Hearing

23. Com to DYS

24.1-180

25. Unknown

26. Total Geauga
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IV. DETENTION STATUS

V. DETAINMENT

STATISTICS

MISDEMEANOR FELONY UNRULY UNKNOWN TOTAL
PORTAGE 176 61 5 0 242
GEAUGA 152 16 4 0 172
TOTAL 328 7 9 0 414
FELONY POPULATION: 18.60%
MISDEMEANOR POPULATION: 79.23%
UNRULY POPULATION: 2.17%
UNKNOWN POPULATION: 0.00%




0JJDP REPORTING

Youth Handgun Safety Act:

STATISTICS

2923.21 2923211 292312 M4 | 2941144 2941143 2941.146
PORTAGE 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
GEAUGA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
VI. ADMISSIONS WITH PRIOR DETAINMENT
ADMPRIOR | TOTAL2007 [ MALES | FEMALES | UNKNOWN % OF
DETAINMENT | DETAINMENT POPULATION
PORTAGE 17 242 187 55 0 48.35%
GEAUGA 118 172 126 46 0 68.60%
TOTAL 235 414 313 101 0 56.76%
VII. AVERAGES
A. DETENTION POPULATION BY ADMISSIONS:
1. PORTAGE COUNTY 2415
2. GEAUGA COUNTY 9.68
3. AVERAGE: DLS 16.92
B. AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION
1. PORTAGE COUNTY 17.34
2. GEAUGA COUNTY 469
3. AVERAGE: D.P. 22.03
C. BILLING DAYS
1. PORTAGE COUNTY 632827 /  8,041.30 78.70%
2. GEAUGA COUNTY 171303/ 8,041.30 21.30%
3. TOTAL 804130 / 804130 100.00%



PROBATE DIVISION
SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY
2007

The Geauga County Probate Court continues to provide quality service to the residents of
Geauga County. Geauga County is one of the sixty-four counties in the State of Ohio in which
there is combined Juvenile Court and Probate Court jurisdiction. The Probate Division of the
Court has jurisdiction over matters such as the probate of wills; the supervision of the
administration of estates and guardianships; the issuance of marriage licenses; adoption
proceedings; determination of sanity or mental competence; certain eminent domain proceedings;
and other civil matters.

A total of 724 pending probate cases were carried over into 2007. During the year, 563
new cases were opened, a decrease of 6 cases from 2006. 548 cases were closed. As of January 1,
2008, 739 cases were pending in the Probate Division.

The Courtview case management system, installed in June 2005, has revolutionized the
way probate manages paper. As the system is being refined, more forms are readily available,
complete with case-related information. Not only does this facilitate the timely processing of all
cases, it has increased the accuracy in their administration. Court forms, designed and developed
by Court personnel, are now used exclusively for filings and are available to the public on the
Probate Court’s Website. The ability of the clerks to assimilate the features of the case
management system has exponentially increased the competence and precision with case
processing.

The Probate Court staff continues to strive to offer the best possible customer service.
Working a little short-handed because of the deployment of Deputy Clerk Stacie Malone to Iraq,
has highlighted the dedication of the remaining deputy clerks who continue to cooperate in
performing all necessary tasks. They epitomize the terms dedication and team work. Support and
encouragement from the Court leadership promotes this attitude.

The Probate Court contracts with Catholic Charities Services of Geauga County to operate
a Volunteer Guardianship Program. This program consists of recruiting, training, and supervising
volunteers who serve as Court-appointed guardians for persons who are adjudicated incompetent
under Ohio Revised Code Chapter 2111, and who do not have a family member or friend willing to
serve as the person’s guardian, or the Court deems the proposed guardian as unsuitable to serve as
the person’s guardian. In 2007, 12 wards were served by the program.

The Probate Court issued 438 marriage licenses. In 39.3% of the applications, at least one
applicant had at least one prior marriage.

The charts provided on the next pages summarize the number and types of Probate Court
cases opened and closed in 2007, and carried over into 2008.



SUMMARY OF CASES OPENED AND CLOSED DURING 2007

OPENED

CLOSED

PENDING TO
2008

ESTATES

379

380

286

GDN-MINORS

29

22

136

GDN-INC

43

20

237

CONSERVATOR

TRUSTS

58

CIVIL

15

20

10

ADOPTIONS

20

20

RELEASE INFO

PLACEMENTS

FOREIGN ADOPT

MENTALS

MINOR SETTLEMENTS

WRONGFUL DEATH

REG BIRTH

NAME CHANGES

42

49

TOTAL

563

548

739

“MARRIAGE LICENSES ISSUED DURING THE YEAR

438




PROBATE CASES OPENED IN 2007

GUARDIANSHIP-MINOR 29

GUARDIANSHIP-INCOMPETENT
43
TRUSTS, 3
CIVIL 15

ADOPTIONS 20

RELEASE INFORMATION 2

FOREIGN ADOPTIONS 9
MENTALS 8

NAME CHANGES, 42

MINOR SETTLEMENT 10

REGISTRATION BIRTH 3



PROBATE CASES CLOSED 2007

REGISTRATION BIRTH, 3

MINOR SETTLEMENT, 10

NGES, 49

MENTALS, 9
FOREIGN ADOPTIONS, 8

EASE INFORMATION, 0
ADOPTIONS, 20

CIVIL, 20
GUARDIANSHIP-
INCOMPETENT, 20

GUARDIANSHIP-MINOR, 22




Number of Cases

GEAUGA COUNTY PROBATE COURT

Summary of Cases Opened and Closed 2000-2007

@ Cases Opened
OCases Closed
OPending

B Marriage Licenses
B Marriages by Judge

900
800 - —
700 - —‘ ]
600 -
500 -
400
300 -
200 -
100
0 -
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
@ Cases Opened 604 627 622 637 576 551 569 563
OCases Closed 632 672 605 602 638 570 555 548
OPending 784 739 756 791 729 710 724 739
@ Marriage Licenses 562 521 488 485 520 509 432 438
40 39

B Marriages by Judge

Year






